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Opening Remark 

YOON Janghyun
[Korea] Mayor, Gwnagju 
Metropolitan City 

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, on behalf of Gwangju’s 1.5 million citizens, I 

would like to extend the warmest of welcomes to all of you participating here in the World Hu-

man Rights Cities Forum 2017.

This year witnesses the seventh anniversary of the Human Rights Cities Forum, which was born 

with the shared desire to respect and protect human dignity.

On this occasion, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to the President of the Promo-

tion Committee, Mr. Park Kyung-seo, for all of the hard work he has done in readiness for this 

meaningful event. I must also extend my deepest respects to the director of the Kim Dae Jung 

Peace Foundation, Madame Lee, Hee-ho, whom I am very glad to see in good health again.

Since the inaugural forum, which addressed the theme of “Globalizing Human Rights from Be-

low”, this forum has served as a venue for representatives of cities, human rights experts and 

activists from different parts of the world to come together and exchange their experiences and 

discuss policies. It has also endeavored to promote the value of human rights and solidarity 

among cities.

On this day, we gather together to talk about peace. It is our belief that upholding and protect-

ing the values of democracy and human rights can only be possible in a peaceful world that 

appreciates life and values humanity more than anything. In this respect, we have decided to 

take a more fundamental approach.

Humans ultimately seek peace in many ways, for example, by protecting society from physical 

violence such as war and terrorism and by taking care of marginalized groups and minorities.

This forum aims to renew our commitment to a stronger alliance for peace, and to reaffirm that 

peace is essential for the happiness of individuals and families and the existence of cities and 

countries.

In fact, I cannot say that Gwangju is the world leader in terms of human rights policy. However, 

this city has learned the important value of democracy, human rights, and peace the hard way. 

So, it has been devoted to incorporating these values into its administration and working with 

the civil society to build a community where no one is isolated.

We are ever eager to lend our helping hand to plant a seed of hope whenever and wherever 

human dignity is threatened and peace is disrupted.

This is what we call the ‘Gwangju Spirit’. We wish to spread this spirit across the world as a universal value.

Thirty-seven years ago in Gwangju, the life of ordinary citizens was shattered by cruel state violence. How-

ever, even then, citizens managed to keep calm and peaceful. They protected their families and neighbors, 

maintaining order in their community, with zero crime.

Last winter, we lit candles in protest against the world of non-sense, injustice, and a lack of conscience.

We launched the revolutionary grassroots movement with controlled fury and built a new democratic gov-

ernment through the power of the people. 

 

To us, peace means preserving human dignity. This forum, in this sense, will be an important platform 

to share stories and exchange information and wisdom among us. By raising the question ‘Do we live in 

peace?’, we will assess current conditions and explore ways forward.

Korea is the only divided country in the world. Amid the rising tensions on the Korean Peninsula due to 

North Korea’s nuclear test, I earnestly ask you to share your thoughts about achieving peace without war 

on the Korean Peninsula. 

Once again, I thank you for your presence. I now declare the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017 open.
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PARK KyungSeo
[Korea] Chairperson, 
World Human Rights 
Cities Forum Committee

Welcoming Remark

[Korea] Chairperson, World Human Rights Cities Forum Committee

Honorable representatives of human rights cities and human rights activists, distinguished 

guests, and ladies and gentlemen,

As President of the Promotion Committee for the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017, I 

would like to extend the warmest welcome to you all to Gwangju, the city of democracy, human 

rights and peace. I would also like to sincerely thank you for attending this forum, which will be 

held under the theme “Do we live in peace?”  

Now, human rights issues are regarded as a duty for the nation and dealt with by local gov-

ernments. The United Nations has continued to develop and provide a range of human rights 

programs for its member countries, with a view to promoting human rights across the world. 

Recognizing the significance of this trend, Gwangju began hosting the World Human Rights Cit-

ies Forum back in 2011. Since then, this forum has established itself as a platform for discus-

sion on various human rights issues and policies. I would like to draw attention to the fact that 

it would not be possible to hold the seventh World Human Rights Cities Forum were it not for 

the strong support from UN OHCHR, UCLG-CISDP,  Advisory Committee, NGOs, local councils, 

academia, and others working for human rights cities.

Plenary session I of this forum will explore ways to overcome the limitations of representative 

democracy by taking a closer look at cases such as the people’s candlelight revolution in Ko-

rea, online platforms in Spain, and the participatory democracy of France. Plenary session II will 

examine Sweden’s human rights policy. In addition, there are a variety of programs including 

expert workshops on local government and human rights, human rights cities networks in Asia, 

nine thematic sessions, an Asian human rights charter workshop, plus human rights and cul-

ture tours. So, I am looking forward to seeing your active participation.

Once again, I would like to welcome you to the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017. I’d 

also like to express my appreciation to all of the many organizers and volunteers for the excel-

lent work that they have done in preparing this event and making it possible. 

Thank you.

LEE Heeho 
[Korea] Chairperson, 
The Board of Kim 
Daejung Peace Center

Congratulatory Remark

Dear human rights leaders, fellow citizens of Gwangju,

I would like to congratulate you all on the opening of this, the seventh World Human Rights Cities Forum, 

held in Gwangju, the city of democracy, human rights, and peace. 

What we have seen in the candlelight protests at the end of last year was a civil revolution, 

which reminded us of the significance of democracy. It is my belief that the revolution, which 

was achieved thanks to the voluntary participation of citizens, represents the true spirit of 

Gwangju.

President Moon, Jae-in reaffirmed his commitment to revealing the truth regarding the May 18 Democratic Uprising 

at the May 18 memorial ceremony this year. Stories about the Gwangju Democratic Uprising have often been dis-

torted and disparaged by previous conservative administrations. I am now confident that the truth will be revealed 

and the discussions will be brought into the spotlight.

   

Distinguished guests,

Gwangju has fought for democracy and human rights. This city is a sacred place which holds the spirit of the May 18 

Democratic Uprising, an epoch-making incident in the history of democracy in Korea. The  Democratic  Records are 

registered with the UNESCO Memory of the World. The report on ‘Local Government and Human Rights’, describ-

ing the fight for human rights in Gwangju, was adopted by the UN Commission on Human Rights. Now Gwangju is 

globally recognized by its contributions for democracy, human rights and peace.

Today, we are gathered in Gwangju, the city of democracy and human rights, to discuss peace. At the forum, repre-

sentatives of local governments will share their own experiences at the local level, and discuss their roles in the pro-

motion of human rights. I believe that the dialogue between local governments, rather than central governments, 

will be all the more valuable and significant. 

Dear colleagues,

I hope you can use this forum to share and learn valuable information and experiences regarding human rights. I am 

looking forward to seeing the continued hard work supported by the close cooperation between us to protect and 

promote human rights in many parts of the world.

Finally, I appreciate the wonderful work done by Mayor Yoon, Jang-hyun, and the organizing committee in putting 

together such outstanding programs.

Thank you.
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Concept Note

Congratulatory Remark

Lee Eunbang 

[Korea] Chairperson, 

Gwangju Metropolitan

 Council

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the 1.5 million citizens of Gwangju, I would like to congratulate you all on the 

opening of the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017.

First of all, I would like to pay tribute to the human rights leaders and activists both home and 

abroad for all of their dedicated work to protect peace around the world. In particular, I would 

like to express my sincere gratitude towards Madame Lee, Hee-Ho, Director of the Kim Dae 

Jung Peace Center. Also, my utmost thanks go to Gwangju Mayor Yoon Jang-Hyun, as well as 

the forum’s Organizing Committee, and in particular the Committee Chairman, Mr. Park, Gyeo-

ng-Seo.  

This year marks the seventh anniversary of the World Human Rights Cities Forum. The forum 

was launched in 2011 with the aim of instilling the spirit of the May 18 Democratic Uprising 

and promoting the values of human rights. Today, 253 human rights leaders from 31 countries 

are gathered together here in this forum to exchange their experiences and wisdom about the 

work in their fields for the promotion of human rights and democracy.

This year, we will discuss practical mechanisms to protect democracy and participatory democ-

racy in our daily life, with a focus on the candlelight protests that have contributed to further 

development of democracy in Korea. We will also have meaningful dialogues on creating a 

more peaceful world.

I hope that this forum can serve as an opportunity to help human rights cities around the world 

make their contribution to the promotion of global peace and human rights.

Thank you all for taking the time out of your busy schedules to attend the forum. I sincerely 

hope that all of you will have a rewarding and pleasant experience during your stay here in 

Gwangju. 

Thank you.

PROGRAM
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1. The theme, “Do we live in peace? Human Rights Cities, Democracy and Practice” was chosen for the 2017 

Gwangju Forum. Amid ongoing, mounting upheaval and conflicts around the world, the Forum will serve as 

a space to offer an insight into the world we are living in through the value of peace and seek a better future 

for human rights cities. Peace is a fundamental, crucial condition buttressing human rights and democracy, 

and a significant value to be implemented through human rights and democracy.

1. Gwangju is a city that has safeguarded democracy and human rights in defiance of unjust governmental 

authorities. In May 1980, many Gwangju citizens were sacrificed as they fought against the then-military 

regime’s oppressive rule and advocated for democracy and social justice requesting martial law to be limit-

ed and the release of pro-democracy activists. In particular, from 21 to 27 May 1980, Gwangju citizens es-

tablished a unified community based on sharing and solidarity, which defended and embraced one another 

sharing home-made rice balls and voluntarily donating blood to the wounded amid fears of death in a city 

besieged by tanks and soldiers. Since then, Gwangju has continuously tried to disseminate the Gwangju 

Sprit represented in the form of “democracy, human rights and peace” nationally and internationally. These 

accomplishments will continue to advance as human life progresses.  

 A.  The Gwangju Spirit is in line with the concept of a tolerant city, one of the major urban agendas at  the 

UN Habitat III conference in Quito, Ecuador held in October 2016. In this regard, it is meaningful to discuss 

how we can promote peace and implement citizens’ participatory democracy this year in a city of such a 

historical significance. 

The last decade witnessed the rise of citizen resistance against the deterioration of democracy and human 

rights around the world. In 2016 South Koreans peacefully removed the corrupt government officials and 

political leaders, overcoming the limits of representative democracy and enhancing the prospect of partic-

ipatory democracy by citizens as a sovereign entity. South Korea’s candlelight revolution was preceded by 

the 2011 Tunisian jasmine revolution, which led to the ousting of the dictatorial government, the 2014 Hong 

Kong Protest or the Umbrella Movement, and the 2014 Sunflower Student Movement in Taiwan. On a large-

scale, citizens began to directly exercise their sovereignty and plaza democracy regardless of their gender, 

age and social class, presenting specific demands and voices to build regional communities, guarantee de-

mocracy and human rights, respect diversity, and embrace socially vulnerable and underprivileged people, 

beyond the political opposition towards a certain administration.

However, democracy and human rights are facing a crisis globally as diversity and tolerance are in decline in 

many parts of the world. The Philippine Government’s war on drugs declared in June 2016 resulted in the 

immediate execution of thousands of criminal suspects. An estimated 150 newspaper and TV broadcasting 

companies were forcibly shut down in the name of prevention of terrorism through the martial law and state 

of emergency declared in Turkey, while cracking down on civilian and pro-democracy activists demanding 

freedom of speech. The elements posing a threat to peace are not limited to such conflicts and political dis-

putes. People’s fury and discontent due to the unequal distribution of wealth and severe social polarization 

has led to the deterioration of tolerance towards immigrants, the socially vulnerable and underprivileged 

and claim from some to protect their own people within their communities as shown in the election of Don-

ald Trump as the U.S. president and the withdrawal of the U. K. from the European Union (Brexit).

1. The Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights Cities, adopted in May 2011 at the first WHRCF, claims that a 

1. World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017 (WHRCF 2017, hereinafter referred to as 2017 Gwangju Fo-

rum) is an international forum held in Gwangju City, Republic of Korea to implement the vision of a hu-

man rights city as articulated in the Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights Cities, adopted in May 2011 

at the first World Human Rights Cities Network. The World Human Rights Cities Forum upholds and fur-

ther develops the spirit of the May 18 Democratization Movement, during which thousands of innocent 

citizens were victimized by state violence 37 years ago, along with the value of the 1998 Asian Human 

Rights Charter declared in Gwangju.

1. A human rights city, as defined in the Gwangju Declaration on Human Rights Cities in 2011, is a local 

community playing a significant role based on fundamental values and guidelines of human rights, and 

a social and political process. The Gwangju Forum, with the attendance of delegations of human rights 

cities from South Korea and abroad, human rights experts, human rights NGOs, journalists and citizens, 

has explored effective systems and their implementations practically guaranteeing human rights of citi-

zens in their daily life, positioning it as a representative human rights cities forum. 

1. A total of 928 people have participated in the Gwangju Forum as speakers, presenters and discus-

sants over the past six years, including 392 people from 159 countries. Representative human rights 

experts from South Korea and abroad, including Commissioner and Chair of the New York City Commis-

sion on Human Rights Patricia Gatling, Deputy High Commissioner of the Office of High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) KANG Kyung-hwa, UNESCO’s Deputy Director-General Getachew Engida 

and President of International Coalition Maria L. Zarate, have shared their expertise and experiences in 

the previous Gwangju Forums.

1. The concerted endeavors and collaborative efforts of the international human rights communities and 

the Gwangju Forums led to the report of the United Nations Humans Rights Council Advisory Commit-

tee on the “Role of Local Government in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights” in September 

2015 (A/HRC/30/49), which emphasized the responsibilities of local governments and states for the 

protection of human rights In its report, the Advisory Committee also emphasized that local govern-

ments together with states are crucial actors responsible for the protection of human rights such as ed-

ucation, health, housing, environment, law and order, and the right to water because of their proximity 

to citizens and their functions to provide public services. The Gwangju Forum will further its efforts in 

finalizing the local government and human rights guidelines at the level of the UNHRC, in order to effec-

tively implement recommendations stated in the above UN report. 

1. The 2017 Gwangju Forum will be held at the Kimdaejung Convention Center in Gwangju City, Re-

public of Korea, from 14 to 17 September 2017. An estimated 1,000 participants from South Korea and 

abroad are expected to take part in the Forum, including municipal representatives seeking a human 

rights city, UN human rights experts, representatives from UCLG CISDP (United Cities and Local Gov-

ernments Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights) and UCLG ASPAC 

(United Cities and Local Governments Asia-Pacific), human rights NGOs, local parliamentarians, aca-

demics and representatives from human rights cities. 

Background and Overview Theme and Domestic/International Contexts
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“Human rights city” means, in practical terms, that all inhabitants, regardless of race, sex, color, nationality, 

ethnic background and social status, and in particular minorities and any other vulnerable groups who are 

socially vulnerable and marginalized, can participate fully in decision-making and policy-implementation 

processes that affect their lives in accordance with such human rights principles as non-discrimination, 

the rule of law, participation, empowerment, transparency and accountability. The 2017 Gwangju Forum 

will serve as space to promote discussion between and among human rights cities on relevant issues and 

themes such as state violence, the elderly and village communities, while strengthening and expanding 

participatory democracy and direct democracy in various communities.

Through the 2017 Gwangju Forum, we will reconfirm the significance of democracy in human rights cities by 

reviewing the world in terms of peace and discussing five ways of implementation toward its further expan-

sion and development.

First, sharing the experiences of South Korea’s candlelight revolution Hong Kong’s umbrella movement 

and Taiwan’s sunflower student movement will provide impetus forparticipantsto explore implementable 

measures to expand and strengthen participatory democracy and civil autonomy as a practical mechanism of 

guarantee human rights. 

Second, following results and discussions from the 2016 WHRCF, held under the theme of “Building Human 

Habitat Friendly Cities: Urban Development, Housing, and Environment,” in an attempt to seek a human 

rights-based approach to the right to the city at the level of regional communities, implementable measures 

will be discussed to overcome social conflicts arising in various areas of a human rights city and to build a 

tolerant city. The 2017 Gwangju Forum will accordingly add village communities as one of the thematic ses-

sions, in order to discuss issues of civil autonomy in the place of our daily life.

Third, the Asia Local Democracy and Human Rights Cities Network (Asia LDC Net) was established primarily 

by civil society organizations from the Philippines, Indonesia, Japan and South Korea, who participated in the 

2016 WHRCF. By adding the Asia LDC Net Session, the 2017 Gwangju Forum is eyeing to become represen-

tative for Asia forum offering opportunities for representatives of like-minded Asian cities to freely share and 

discuss human rights policies and systems. 

Fourth, a new session was added in the 2016 WHRCF for local government officials and human rights citizen 

committee members of Korea. It will be expanded to share experiences of participants while main-streaming 

and implementing human rights policies at the local government level.

Fifth, in preparation of celebrating the 20th anniversary of the declaration of Asia Human Rights Charter in 

Gwangju in 2018, the significance of the Asian Human Rights Charter will be reviewed, while attempting to 

discuss the necessity and direction of human rights protection mechanism in Asian areas as in American and 

European countries.

Objectives and Direction of the 2017
Gwangju Forum

Agenda and Program Structure 

Hosts, Organizers and Sponsors

The 2017 Gwangju Forum begins with an opening ceremony and a plenary round-table with heads of 

local governments and human rights experts. A plenary session explores the future of democracy and 

human rights while discussing the cases of South Korea’s candlelight rallies, Hong Kong’s umbrel-

la movement and Taiwan’s sunflower student movement. The closing ceremony will adopt the 2017 

WHRCF declaration. 

Thematic sessions consist of nine areas including state violence, the elderly, village communities, so-

cial economy, gender, child·youth, migrants·refugees, disability, and environment with close atten-

tion to citizens living. Simultaneous interpretation in English and Korean will be provided for plenary 

sessions and respective thematic sessions. 

Special sessions will include an expert workshop on Local Government and Human Rights Guidelines, 

a Sweden’ Human Rights Day event, and networking sessions of Asian Human Rights Cities, South Ko-

rea’s Human Rights Cities and Human Rights Committees.

Participants will enjoy the opportunity to visit traditional markets, the Gwangju Trauma Center, the May 

18 National Cemetery, and the UNESCO Human Rights Documentary Heritage 1980 Archives for the 

1. The 2017 Gwangju Forum is co-hosted by Gwangju Metropolitan City, a co-chair city of UCLG CISDP 

(United Cities and Local Governments Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Hu-

man Rights), and Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education, and co-organized by the Gwangju Interna-

tional Center (GIC) and UCLG-CISDP.

The Forum is sponsored by Ministry of Education, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Justice, Nation-

al Human Rights Commission of Republic of Korea, United Nation Human Rights Office(Seoul), Korea 

Human Rights Foundation, Korean National Commission for UNESCO, and the Asia-Pacific Center for 

Education for International Understanding and the Global Platform for the Right to the City.
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Schedule

• S1, S2, O2, O3, C1, C2, C3, C4, C5: This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

*
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Official Event

O1: Opening Ceremony & Opening Roundtable

O2: Welcoming Dinner 

O3: Closing Luncheon 

O4: Closing Ceremony 

Plenary Session

P1: Plenary SessionⅠ「Citizens’Participatory Democracy and Human Rights Cities」

P2: Plenary SessionⅡ: 「Sweden’s Human Rights Policy」

 

Thematic Session

T1: City and  Gender 

T2: Social  Economy and Community Vitalization 

T3: City and the Elderly 

T4: City and  Child·Youth Education 

T5: Village Democracy 

T6: City and Environment 

T7: State Violence and Human Rights 

T8: Disability and Human Rights 

T9: Migrants·Refugees and Human Rights

Special Session

S1: Local Governments Human Rights Network  

S2: Local Governments Human Rights Commission Workshop 

S3: Human Rights Cities Networks 

S4: Expert Workshop on Local Government and Human Rights 

Special Event

E1: Asian Human Rights Charter Workshop 

E2: Human Rights Paper Presentation

E3: Agora 

Side Event

C1: Human Rights and Culture TourⅠ

C2: Human Rights On-site Visit

C3: Human Rights and Culture TourⅡ

C4: Networking  Party

C5: Human Rights and Culture Tour Ⅲ

4F

City Hall

301+302+303

304+305+306

4F

211+212+213

214

212+213

209+210

209+210

214

209+210

214

212+213

201+202

211

212+213

211

211

214

211

208

—
SESSION

Venue
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Time Session Venue Detail

09:00~12:00 Asian Human Rights Charter Work shop Ⅰ 214

Official Language

Theme

Organizer

Moderator

Pane

Korean, English

Identify human rights issues in terms of the Asian Charter in different countries and 

to seek for the solutions to them

The May 18 Memorial Foundation

Basil FERNANDO [Sri Lanka] Director, Asian Human Rights Commission(AHRC)

Silverio Pinto Baptista [East Timor] Ombudsman, Human Rights Commission

Shiju M. V [India] Associate Professor, TERI University

Bijo FRANCIS [Hong Kong] Executive Director, Asian Human Rights Commission(AHRC)

Dato’ Sri M Ramachelvam [Malaysia] President, Malaysian Bar

LEE Anselmo [Korea] Executive Director, Korea Human Rights Foundation

YOO Nam-young [Korea] Senior Member, Lawyers Meeting for a Democratic Society

09:00~12:00 Human Rights Culture TourⅠ p.18

 ※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Venue 5·18 Archives, May 18th National Cemetery

10:30~12:30 Local Governments Human Rights Network 211

※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Official Language

Organizer  

Korean

Seoul Metropolitan Government

11:00~12:30 Local Governments Human Rights Commission Workshop 212+213

※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Official Language

Organizer

Korean

Human Rights & Peace Cooperation Office, Gwangju Metropolitan City

12:00~13:00 Luncheon

※ WHRCF 2017 do not provide Lunch

13:00~13:40 Opening Ceremony Convention Hall 4F

Interpretation
Performance
Video
Conferment          Ceremony

Opening
Opening Remark
Welcomig Remark
Congratulatory 

Remark
Congratulatory Video

Korean, English, Spanish, Sign language, Real-time text service(Korean)
Mission OST, Marching For the Beloved Gwangju Symphony Orchestra
WHRCF 2017 Video
Honorary Citizenship Conferment Ceremony
PAIK Heejung [Korea] Executive Director, Local Public Policy Platform GwangjuRo
YOON Janghyun [Korea] Mayor, Gwnagju Metropolitan City
JANG Huiguk [Korea] Superintendent, Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education
LEE Heeho [Korea] Chairperson, The Board of Kimdaejung Peace Center
LEE Eunbang [Korea] Chairman, Gwangju Metropolitan Council
KANG Kyunghwa [Korea] Minister of Foreign Affair

13:50~16:00 Opening Round Table Convention Hall 4F 14쪽

Interpretation
Opening
Presentation

Q&A
Closing

Korean, English, Spanish, Sign language, Real-time text service(Korean)
PARK Kyungseo [Korea] Chairperson, World Human Rights Cities Forum Committee
Mauricio VALIENTE [Spain] Deputy Mayor, the City of Madrid
Anton SALMAN [Palestine] Mayor, Bethlehem Municipality
Martin GASCON [Philippines] Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines

Basil FERNANDO [Sri Lanka] Director, Asian Human Rights Commission 
YOON Janghyun [Korea] Mayor, Gwangju Metropolitan City
General discussion and Q&A
Conclusion and Closing Remarks

16:30~18:30
 Plenary SessionⅠ

「Citizens’ Participatory Democracy and Human Rights Cities」 
Convention Hall 4F 19쪽

Interpretation
Organizer
Opening
Presentation

Q&A

Korean, English
The Institute for Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University
JUNG Keunsik [Korea] Chairperson, World Human Rights Cities Forum Advisory 
Committee
BAEK Seungwook [Korea] Professor, Chung-Ang University
KIM Yeonjeong [Korea] Commissioner, Gwanju Alliance For Progressive Movement
Remigo Y. BERUTU [Indonesia] Regent, Pakpak Bharat
Emmanuel CARROZ [ France] Deputy Mayor, Grenoble
Irene ESCORIHUELA [Spain] Director, Barcelona Observatory for Social, Economic and 
Cultural Rights
General discussion and Q&A

19:00~20:30 Welcoming Dinner City Hall Square

 ※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Interpretation
Performance
Speech

Korean, English
Rootmerge
YOON Janghyun [Korea] Mayor, Gwangju Metropolitan City
H.E. Anne Höglund [Sweden] Swedish Ambassador, Embassy of Sweden in Seoul
Mauricio VALIENTE [Spain] Deputy Mayor, Madrid
Anton SALMAN [Palestine] Mayor, Bethlehem Municipality
Basil FERNANDO [Sri Lanka] Director, Asian Human Rights Commission(AHRC)

Program at 
glance 9.14
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08:30-09:00 Gathering at the Hotel Holiday Inn Lobby

09:00-09:30 BUS (Holiday Inn → 5·18 Archives)

09:30-10:15 5·18 Archives

10:15-10:45 BUS (5·18 Archives → May 18th National Cemetery)

10:45-11:30 May 18th National Cemetery

11:30-12:00 BUS (May 18th National Cemetery → Kimdaejung Convention Center)

5·18 Archives

This Archives collects and conserves various kinds of the 

written materials on the May18 Uprising broken out at May 

18, 1980.         

Address: 211, Geumnam-ro, Dong-gu, Gwangju

Address: 211, Geumnam-ro, Dong-gu, Gwangju

Tel.: +82-62-613-8294

Web Page: http://www.518archives.go.kr/

In February 2017 Madrid City Council passed a Human Rights Action Plan for 2017-2019. As a 

result of a participatory process developed with citizens and human rights organizations, this 

Plan aims to introduce a human rights-based approach in local policies. The purpose of the Plan 

is to guarantee that Madrid City Council fulfills its obligations on human rights (not only protec-

tion, but also promotion) under National and International Law. Any policy claiming to be qual-

ified as a democratic one has the duty to promote human rights; especially, the local policies, 

those who affect to everyday life of our citizens.

The Human Rights Action Plan has a cross-cutting nature and relates to all sectors of Madrid lo-

cal policy, which means that the Plan is compulsory for all the employees, structures, programs 

and policies of Madrid City Council. Also, those private companies that work, or have any kind of 

relationship, with Madrid City Council are obliged to respect its mandates.

The Plan places human rights at the center of all local public policies. It means that fulfilling 

human rights is the standard of political legitimacy. To this end, the Plan is articulated on these 

grassroots: a) Participation of citizens and human rights organizations in the design and imple-

mentation of all the measures contained in it; b) The on-line Platform “Madrid Decides” was 

a powerful mechanism to guarantee and promote citizenry participation b) Input to develop 

the possibilities of Madrid City Council to respect and promote human rights (“Madrid, a City 

of Rights”); c) Promotion of a human rights-based approach, with special attention to gender 

equality and the principle of non-discrimination; d) Empowering people when claiming their 

rights; e) As guarantor of human rights, Madrid City Council is obliged by the principles of re-

sponsibility and accountability to the citizenry about the degree of compliance with the Plan; 

f) Recognition of  the city’s and urban property’s social function, using the resources available 

under the criterion of social, economic and environmental substantiality.

May 18th National Cemetery

The May 18th National Cemetery is symbol of freedom and 

democracy and is the grave of victims during the contention 

for democracy in May 1980. 

Address: 200, Minju-ro, Buk-gu, Gwangju

Address: 200, Minju-ro, Buk-gu, Gwangju

Tel.: +82-62-268-0518

Web Page: http://518.mpva.go.kr/

Participatory Democracy and 
Human RIghts

O p e n i n g 

Round Table 

A b s t r a c t 

O1-01 Mauricio VALIENTE [Spain] Deputy Mayor, Madrid

5·18 Archives, May 18th National Cemetery Human 
Rights 
Culture 
TourⅠ
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Some Observations on the Human Rights Situation in Cities in the Philippines

In this paper, whose title is an adaptation of the title of a book by Jose F. Lacaba about the first 

quarter storm and related events in the Philippines, the Chairperson of the Commission on Hu-

man Rights of the Philippines shares some broad observations on the current human rights situ-

ation in the Philippines, especially in cities. 

In Part One, Chairperson Gascon lays down the urban landscape in the Philippines. From avail-

able literature, he briefly dissects some of the changes in the Philippine diaspora to the cities, 

and in like manner, what this succinctly means for the vision of a human rights city.  

In part Two, he shares some of the challenges faced by cities in their promotion and protection of 

human rights. For instance, cities (urban areas in general and their surrounds) have been at the 

epicenter of the killings allegedly associated with the current war on drugs forged by the current 

Philippine administration. This is not to say, however, that killings have not also been occur-

ring in rural areas. But this stresses that cities - areas of urbanization - are at the fork of social 

and cultural changes that impact on human rights. Cities, too, have been at the foci of the fights 

against extremism, terrorism, rebellion, liberation movements, and the like. Illustratively, they 

have been bailiwicks of terrorism, and efforts have been focused in these areas as government 

continues its fight against terrorism. Testament to this is the ongoing debacle in Marawi City - a 

city in Mindanao, Philippines - that has been besieged by forces linked with the Islamic State. 

Another one was the siege of Zamboanga City - also in Mindanao - which shows that cities are 

not immune from challenges facing human rights, peace, and democracy. Challenges to them 

may, in fact, be so acute and pronounced in urban areas. Other related observations are shared 

in this part of the paper.

In Part Three, he poses some - not all-inclusive - thoughts on how to move forward, empha-

sizing the potential of cities as spaces for change to promote and protect human rights and how 

cities were the main staging points of the people’s battlecry for human rights, peace and de-

mocracy. It is not meant to be a comprehensive paper, but shares points to become a baseboard 

that will drive more meaningful conversations. 

It is an honor for me to address such a distinguished audience conveying to you the fears and con-

cerns of the Palestinians at large and the residents of Bethlehem governorate in particular. Bethle-

hem “the Capital of Christmas worldwide”, having a high historical, cultural and religious status in 

Palestine and the Holy Land, embraces about (35.000) inhabitants and (3) refugee camps all living 

together serenely and equitably. But, despite the flourish of Bethlehem and Palestine spiritually, cul-

turally, and historically, it has been under the Israeli occupation and settler colonialism for the past 

(50) years. Bethlehem, more specifically, the city that spreads peace, love, and justice to the whole 

world does not live in peace due to the arbitrary measures of the Israeli occupation. Walled with the 

Israeli discrimination, continuous land confiscation and multiple checkpoints along the way, our daily 

life is drastically affected limiting the growth of the city.

With many violations by Israel against our Palestinian people, the former still fails to be held ac-

countable for these violations under the International Law. Every day Palestinians are killed, wound-

ed, arrested. The spiral of violence continues and so are its consequences, therefore, I plead to the 

international community and organizations to address the root causes of these profound violations 

that occur in our part of the world, where Palestinians’ rights are marginalized and our right to free-

dom and independence is denied. The Palestinian predicament is the only unsolved issue that has 

been raised on the UN’s agenda since its inception, many United National resolutions were taken to 

put an end to the suffering of the people and to achieve peace, leaving the remnants of failed peace 

plans, international summits, secret negotiations, UN resolutions and state-building programs, 

where mostly designed to partition this long-contested territory into two independent states, Israel 

and Palestine. The United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 181 and 194, and United Nations 

Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338, Israel has failed to comply with the world body’s stipula-

tions, and the world is resoundingly indifferent to Palestinians suffering and demonstrates that policy 

of indifference daily.

As we continue to refuse living in the shadow of this wall, and in the absence of the international 

action to end the last occupation on earth, we emphasize on our determination to attain peace, and 

urge the international community to undertake serious measures to attain a comprehensive peace 

built on the values of Palestinians’ rights and human rights, instead of peace pertained to its own 

interests in the Middle East.

I thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak at The World Human Rights Cities Forum, and I 

hope this gathering would be a platform for us to be ambassadors who call for respecting, protecting 

and fulfilling the human rights for us all to live in a better world.

The Palestinian Right in 
Freedom and Independence

O p e n i n g 

Round Table 

A b s t r a c t

O1-02Anton SALMAN [Palestine] Mayor, Bethlehem

Nights of Disquiet, Days of 
Despair

O p e n i n g 

Round Table 

A b s t r a c t

O1-03 Martin GASCON [Philippine] 
Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines
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The Right to Peace 
in the Asian Charter on 

O p e n i n g 

Round Table 

A b s t r a c t t

O1-04Basil FERNANDO [Sri Lanka] Director, Asian Human Rights 

Gwangju, its Quest for Peace 
and Human Rights

O p e n i n g 

Round Table 

A b s t r a c t

O1-05 YOON Janghyun [Korea] Mayor, Gwangju Metropolitan City

Korea is a divided country in the world. Recently, this country has been living in fear of war amid 

heightened tensions due to continuous missile launches and nuclear tests by North Korea. Under 

the circumstances, it is very meaningful to hold this forum in Gwangju, which has suffered state 

violence in modern history. The forum takes the theme of ‘Do we live in peace?’, and welcomes 

many experts and activists from human rights cities across the world to discuss how to imple-

ment the values of peace at the local level. 

 In May 1980, despite cruel state violence and a power vacuum, Gwangju had a 

peaceful community based on the sacrifice and devotion of people and the virtue of sharing and 

solidarity. What citizens of Gwangju showed at that time was the act of resistance for democ-

ratization. Behind it, however, there was a warm heart that cherished life and respected human 

dignity, which transcended all different governments, ideologies and thoughts. This is the core 

value of peace.

 The May 18 Democratic Uprising was not limited to the fights against dictatorship in 

one city. It was recently revived into the peaceful candlelight revolution movement and is still 

continued by people making efforts to spread the universal values of human rights and peace. 

 In line with this, Gwangju has started experimental programs for direct democracy 

with a view to creating a democratic community where citizens’ participation and autonomy are 

ensured. So, I implemented programs envisioning an inclusive community for underprivileged 

people as follows: a 24-hour-care program for severely disabled people, which was the first 

program that I signed into effect after I took office as mayor; a master plan for the care of the 

people with developmental disabilities, which was the first of its kind in country; Korean Dias-

pora village; the conversion of temporary positions into permanent positions; and the creation of 

Gwangju-style jobs, which is a hot topic across the nation. 

 Other examples include the meeting of the Sewol Ferry Disaster victims’ families; the 

support program for female victims of coerced labor during Japanese colonial rule; the donation 

of 50,000 USD to East Timor; the dispatch of a rescue team to sites destroyed by the earth-

quake in Nepal, which was the first local government-level action; and the establishment of the 

Gwangju Infirmary in Cambodia and Nepal. All of these illustrate the efforts of Gwangju in build-

ing a just and peaceful community.  

 Even today, many people are fighting for these values that we share in many parts of 

the world. I am confident that the people of Gwangju will be with them with a strong belief in 

peace in their mind, cherishing life and valuing humanity.

After many million years of the development of human species, and many more long years of development of civilization human 
beings today face the sad prospects of annihilation, why? It is because the world’s most powerful groups and countries have 
become a WEAPON WORSHIPERS. This weapon worship has become a dominant belief and it forces the greatest challenge to 
the human hopes and also to peace.
   The time has come when this threat must be met and met decisively.
   Some noble minded persons have been engaged in a campaign for nuclear free world. This must now be supported by every-
one and it should be turned in to a popular cause of all the Global Movements, for a nuclear free world, must emerge if we are to 
survive. How to achieve this is the most important question that must become the focus of our discussion, all over the world.
   The issue of peace must be posed to everyone and in this, we must not take sides. All parties and Nations must be treated in 
the same manner.
   That is, they must all be asked to be disarmed. We must find a way to create this interest, as the most popular cause of the 
global civil society.
  In 1998 at Gwangju city in South Korea, the Asian charter for Human Rights launched this charter, among other things recog-
nized the Right for Peace. The Charter states that, 

THE RIGHT TO PEACE
4.1 All persons have the right to live in peace so that they can fully develop all their capacities, physical, intellectual, moral, and 
spiritual, without being the target of any kind of violence. The peoples of Asia have suffered great hardships and tragedies due 
to wars and civil conflicts which have caused many deaths, mutilation of bodies, external or internal displacement of persons, 
break up of families, and in general the denial of any prospects of a civilized or peaceful existence. Both the state and civil so-
ciety have in many countries become heavily militarized in which all scores are settled by force and citizens have no protection 
against the intimidation and terror of state
or private armies.
4.2 The duty of the state to maintain law and order should be conducted under strict restraint on the use of force in accordance 
with standards established by the international community, including humanitarian law. Every individual and group is entitled to 
protection against all forms of state violence, including violence perpetrated by its police and military forces.
4.3 The right to live in peace requires that political, economic or social activities of the state, the corporate sector and the civil 
society should respect the security of all peoples, especially of vulnerable groups. People must be ensured security in relation to 
the natural environment they live in, the political, economic and social conditions which permit them to satisfy their needs and 
aspirations without recourse to oppression, exploitation, violence, and without detracting from all that is of value in their society.
4.4 In fighting fascist invasion, colonialism, and neo-colonialism, Asian states played a crucial role in creating conditions for their 
peoples to live in peace. In this fight, they had justifiably stressed the importance of national integrity and non-  intervention by 
hegemonic powers. However, the demands of national integrity or protection against the threat s of foreign domination cannot 
now be used as a pretext for refusing to the people their right to personal security and peaceful existence any more than the 
suppression of people’s rights can be justified as an excuse to attract foreign investments. Neither can they justify any refusal to 
inform the international community about the individual security of its people. The right of persons to live in peace can be guar-
anteed only if the states are accountable to the international community.
4.5 The international community of states has been deeply implicated in wars and civil conflicts in Asia. Foreign states have used 
Asian groups as surrogates to wage wars and have armed groups and governments engaged in internal conflicts. They have 
made huge profits out of the sale of armaments.  The enormous expenditures on arms have diverted public revenues from pro-
grammes for the development of the country or the well-being of the people. Military bases and other establishments (often of 
foreign powers) have threatened the social and physical security of the people who live in their v1cm1ty.
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The candlelight protests in South Korea lasted from the end of October in 2016 to early 2017. It 

is necessary to avoid equating them with what look like similar incidents in the past in order to 

have a deep understanding of these events. In fact, putting these historic events into perspective 

by light of their differences rather than their similarities would give a clearer view of what hap-

pened. In particular, it much more revealing to focus on differences instead of similarities when 

comparing the recent candlelight vigils with the 6.10 Democracy Movement.

There are several important differences between the candlelight protests and the 6.10 Democracy Movement.

First, the difference regarding who revealed the information.

Second, the difference regarding who took the initiative in the development of phases and who 

led public opinion.

Third, remarkable differences in the way the protests were organized.

Fourth, different socio-economic conditions of Korean society at the time. 

Fifth, the sharp contrast between optimism and pessimism behind the movements.

Sixth, the actual forms of democratic movements.

Seventh, the analysis of the situations by protest organizers. 

We need to divide the series of events into four phases and analyze the differences by phase in 

order to understand the progression of the candlelight protests.
① Phase 1: The characteristics of a ‘palace coup’ appeared.

② Phase 2: Being restricted by the judiciary framework (from the impeachment filed at the National 

Assembly until the approval of the impeachment by the Constitutional Court).

③ Phase 3: Public confidence in Moon Jae-in as the new president (the rise of Moon Jae-in and the 

high hopes for him). Phase 3 needs to be compared with Phase 1 and the public’s view of the Demo-

cratic Party over the past three years.

④Phase 4: ‘Hope’ for a new era.

If the candlelight protests are compared with the 6.10 Democracy Movement, some forgotten 

important issues emerge.
① Has the legacy of the labor movement been maintained and developed? 

② Have the major players of the social movements, who have been activists since they were university 

students, now replaced the so-called “86 generation” - those who were born in the 1960s and went 

to universities in the 1980s?

③ Has the main topic changed from social formation to social welfare?

④ Were seminars and study groups replaced by communications on SNS?

⑤ Did the progressive organizations establish themselves as a successful political party?

⑥ Were the efforts to nullify the statement of maintaining the existing constitution without amendment 

and to remove dictatorship ultimately successful with the implementation of the direct election of the president?   

The Candlelight Protests 
and the 6.10 Democracy 

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅰ  A b s t r a c t

P1-01 BAEK Seungwook [Korea]  Professor, Chung-Ang University

Plenary SessionⅠ 
Concept Note

Citizens’ Participatory Democracy and Human Rights Cities

South Korea successfully accomplishing huge, peaceful and democratic revolutions last winter and spring. South 

Korean citizens from all walks of life held the candle of peace and fought against the incompetent government and 

reversal of democratic order, which is considered as a new political revolution where citizens could continuously 

and successfully implement direct democracy online and offline beyond the limit of representative democracy. The 

energy of a large candle-light people’s revolution is sublimated into peace, serving as a momentum to solve the 

problems that we are facing. The candle-light people’s revolution led to a new democratic government, paving the 

way for the improvement of withering democracy and human rights and opening up new opportunities for peace and 

stability on the Korean Peninsula. Amid such expectations, the ongoing efforts to build human rights cities in certain 

local communities are expected to be more active. Due to the distinct characteristics of the division of Korea, building 

human rights cities in Korea is closely related to the peaceful Korean Peninsula, along with reconciliation and coop-

eration-based inter-Korean relations, which clearly shows the interdependence between peace, human rights and 

democracy.

Citizens of various countries in the world continuously struggling to improve democracy and human rights and build-

ing human rights cities. Although today’s democracy and human rights are threatened by neoliberalism, authoritar-

ianism and militarism, the resistant citizens are further increasing the scope and effects of participation by actively 

utilizing the strengths of informatization, democratization and globalization. Tunisia’s Jasmine Revolution, Hong 

Kong’s Umbrella Movement, Taiwan’s Sunflower Movement and Ukraine’s Orange Revolution are examples of par-

ticipatory democracy. Today’s participatory democracy is aimed at citizens’ active political participation towards a 

peaceful, sustainable living beyond political oppositions, while creating a venue of new political participation not only 

online but also offline, reforming the national politics and creating human rights-friendly communities for citizens. 

By directly listening to such changes occurring in places including Spain and France, human rights cities’ significance 

of consolidation of democracy and our common problems and challenges will be discussed throughout the WHRCF 

2017.

 

However, as diversity and tolerance decline in many regions across the world, it is true that democracy and human 

rights are now in crisis. Democracy is currently confronted with challenges amid prompt execution, declaration of a 

state of national emergency, suppressed freedom of the press, severe social polarization and discrimination against 

immigrants from the Filipino Duterte’s government, the U.S. Donald Trump’s government and the Russian Vladimir 

Putin’s government. The suffering of a large number of African refugees and violation of human rights in never-end-

ing civil wars-ridden Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan, along with the stark nation-centrism in places including the U.S. 

and U.K., are intimidating not only the above-mentioned areas but also democracy and human rights from around 

the world. This reality shows that a journey to the human rights city is not merely confined to a nation or a region 

while peaceful living can be a problem of democracy and human rights.

※ Original Copy of Presentation scripts are available on the Official website of WHRCF 2017 (www.whrcf.org).
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Pakpak Bharat Regency was established based on Law Number 9 Year 2003 regarding the Es-

tablishment of South Nias Regency, Pakpak Bharat Regency and Humbang Hasundutan Regency 

in North Sumatera Province, with the current population of  57,000 (fifty seven thousand) souls, 

with the majority of the population’s livelihood farming.

Vision of Pakpak Bharat Regency “The realization of united and prosperous Pakpak Bharat, ex-

cels in quality of  life, leading in public service based on religion and culture”, with the mission 

of:

1. Continuing improvements in the performance of government apparatus, including professional 

government management, trustworthy leadership and quality public services.

2. Improving the empowerment of a quality community economy based on Local Natural Re-

sources.

3. Improve the quality of human resources are highly competitive under the culture of Pakpak 

and piety of God Almighty.

4. Improve health status through excellent service and health facilities especially for mother and 

child in realizing the gold generation Pakpak Bharat.

5. To develop infrastructures to encourage the acceleration of economic growth and accelerate 

inter-regional connectivity and increase the widespread use of technology and informatics.

6. Being the center of education and health that excel in the province of North Sumatra.

Regional Programs and Policies:

1. Improving the quality of society in the field of education.

2. Improving the quality of society in the field of health.

a. Fulfillment of the Rights of Women and Children

b. Fulfillment The right to basic needs

c. Decent and Healthy Environment.

3. Improving the economy of the Community.

4. Harmonization of religious existence.

5. Community participation in planning, implementation and monitoring of development.

South Korean society has undergone two major clashes between people and power over the past decade. The first 

mass-citizen gathering was to protest over beef imports from the United States under the Lee Myung-Bak administration, 

and the second was to claim justice over Park Geun-Hye’s election fraud committed by the National Intelligence Service 

(NIS). Unfortunately, the people lost both cases and the conservatives dreamed of so-called “eternal power.” Many peo-

ple became skeptical as the opposition parties were helpless, and it seems like democracy is in recession. 

However, the Candlelight Revolution triggered on 29 October 2016 was a real game-changer that helped people 

to overcome their sense of defeat and helplessness. Protesters took to the main streets to call for the launch of im-

peachment proceeding against President Park and the earlier presidential election. The response from the 10-year-

long opposition parties was very disappointing. They said it was too early to talk about impeachment. The ruling 

Senuri Party was arrogant. The party’s leader Lee Jung-Hyun said that: “I will put my hands into a pot of boiling 

sauce if the impeachment motion against Park is passed.” After several months, the Constitutional Court upheld a 

decision by the National Assembly to impeach President Park over alleged corruption. Park Geun-Hye, the first fe-

male president of Korea, became the first to be ousted as a result of impeachment proceedings. This historic event, 

and the inauguration of President Moon Jae-In, finally forged a national concept that unfair or wrong regimes could 

(and have to) be brought to justice by the power of the people. The spirit of the Candlelight Revolution is still alive and 

even growing under the liberal Moon administration. “Rooting out corruption” is an irreversible task that we must com-

plete. Demands of people from all walks of life to root out corruption have been accumulating over the decades. 

Amid a storm of candlelight, we re-visit May 18 

The 37th May 18 memorial ceremony was held under the slogan of “Candle light Revolution and Gwangju: Legacy of 

May 18, Re-burning democracy.” This year’s commemoration was to celebrate a victory of the Candlelight Revolu-

tion and also a win in the presidential election held in early May. A new government stands in line with the legacy of 

the May 18 Gwangju Democratic Movement. President Moon promised that his government will fight against those 

who continuously try to distort and devalue May 18, and will also exert efforts to find out the truth about the day: 

who ordered the first shot at unarmed civilians and who should be held to account. He also vowed to investigate 

state violence (or massacre) such as machine gun shots fired from a helicopter and suspicious air-bombing plans. 

Finding the truth of May 18 will be a watershed moment in rooting out corruption.

In this regard, Gwangju needs to find its role in building a new Korean democracy. For this reason, I would like to 

address several on-going issues as follows: △ trajectories and features of the Candlelight Revolution in Gwangju 

(and its role in national politics) △ the spirit of Gwangju May 18 and its implication in the current political landscape: 

Binary power structure (“Democratic Party and People’s Party” versus “People’s United Party and Justice Party”) △ 

institutionalization of the values of the Candlelight Revolution (so-called “Candlelight Constitution”) and rooting out 

corruption and △ New Korea and New Gwangju, May 18 (Candlelight Revolution and Gwangju: Legacy of May 18, 

Re-burning Democracy). In sum, the recent candlelight revolution evidenced a grand and irreversible transition of 

power from representation to participation and from representative democracy to direct democracy. 

Candlelight Revolution and Gwangju
P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅰ  A b s t r a c t

P1-02KIM Youngjeong [Korea] 
Commissioner, Gwangju Alliance For Progressive Movement

Building Human Rights Of 
The Disturbed Area

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅰ  A b s t r a c t

P1-03 Remigo Y. BERUTU [Indonesia] Mayor, Pakpak Bharat

Legacy of  May 18, Re-burning Democracy
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The role of social movements and organizations is important in a human rights cities forum as 

they have been, and they still are, crucial for the creation of cities with high social standards. 

Actually, cities have been created by civil society, rights have always been conquered by social 

struggles. Social movements have co-created working-class neighbourhoods fighting for traffic 

lights, schools, public transport. In Barcelona, the strong neighbourhood movement made real a 

lot of social rights in areas where streets didn’t even exist or the administration wasn’t present at all.

Nowadays, do social movements still have such an important role in the city performance? In our 

opinion,  there are three points to highlight in this issue. First of all, civil society can  easily feel 

what is wrong beteween citizens and the administration, which can be useful to governments. 

Also, strategic fights and needs are identified by human rights organizations. For example, some 

European cities that are suffering from the rental bubble and massive tourism haven’t imple-

mented measures to address the situation until social movements have been strong and have 

raised the alarm about that. Another point to take into account: new social movements are rising 

awareness about new human rights, such as nature and ecology or water and right to land.

Regarding the relationship between civil society and cities, there is an interesting field to work 

together: common goods. Are the commons an opportunity to foster the cooperation between 

social movements or organizations and local governments, in terms of the co-creation of the citiy?

At the same time, the right to the city can be an umbrella under  which social organizations, so-

cial movements, academia, local governments and experts can work together. There are already 

some interesting examples of confluence.

However, there are debates that make difficult the interaction between social movements and 

local governments. For example, people that have been very involved in struggles and social 

movements and decide to participate in the institution have an important challenge ahead: how 

to build a new relationship with the movements, the convenience to respect the rule of law or the 

need to go beyond the limits.

In a French society where participation in public democratic life is sharply decreasing, the ap-

parition of participatory democracy has for goal to give back to the citizens the possibility to act 

directly on local public life. The systems set up in 2014 concern all citizens over 16 years old, re-

gardless of their nationality. Different solutions have been put in place, such as dialogues, voting, 

interpellations and direct use of part of the city’s investment budget.

A new breath for participatory democracy
P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅰ  A b s t r a c t

P1-04Emmanuel CARROZ [ France ] Deputy Mayor for Equality and Rights, Grenoble

Human rights, civil societies 
and cities

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅰ  A b s t r a c t

P1-05 Irene ESCORIHUELA [Spain] 
Director, Barcelona Observatory for Social, Economic and Cultural Rights
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ㅍ

시간 회의명 장소 자세히

09:00~11:30 Plenary SessionⅡ 「Sweden’s Human Rights Policy」 211+212+213 33쪽

Interpretation

Opening

Congratulator y Speech

Presentation

Q&A

Korean, English

YANG Chulho [Korea] Professor, Dongshin University

H.E. Anne Höglund [Sweden] Swedish Ambassador, Embassy of Sweden in Seoul

Elin GUSTAFSSON [Sweden] City Commissioner, the City of Lund

Therese BACKMAN [Sweden] Senior lecturer, University of Gothenburg

Lotta LIJELUND [Sweden] Counselor, Embassy of Sweden, Beijing

Gabriella FREDRIKSSON [Sweden] Team Leader for Inclusive Societies, 

Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights

General discussion and Q&A

09:00~12:00 Asian Human Rights Charter Workshop Ⅱ 214

Official Language

Theme

Organizer

Moderator

Panel

Korean, English

Review the functioning of the justice institutions in Asia to understand how vital are 

these institutions to guarantee human rightsThe May 18 Memorial Foundation

Sushil Pyakurel [Nepal] Senior Member, Nepal Presidential advisor on Humanrights

Nur Kholis [Indonesia] Commissioner, National Human Rights Commission of 

Indonesia

Anup Raj Sharma [Nepal] Chairperson, National Human Rights Commission(NHRC)

Dharmasiri Bandaranayake [Sri Lanka] CEO, TrikonE Cultural Foundation

Martin Gascon [Philippine] Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights of the 

Philippines

Shariful Islam [Bangladesh] Assistant professor, University of Dhaka

12:00~13:30 Luncheon

※ WHRCF 2017 do not provide Lunch

13:00~16:00  Thematic Session - City and Gender 214 39쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation

Discussion

Q&A

Korean, English

Various Efforts Made by Numerous Cities to Overcome Gender Gap Index

Gwangju Jeonnam Women’s Association United

JUN Myungsook [Korea] Professor, Chonnam National University

Emmanuel CARROZ [France] Deputy Mayor, Ville de Grenoble

Elin GUSTAFSSON [Sweden] City Commissioner, City of Lund

KIM Kyunghee [Korea] Professor, Chung-Ang University

SUNG Jihye [Korea] Research Fellow, Daegu Women & Family Foundation

JU Gyeongmi [Korea] Chairperson, Gwangju Women Workers Association

KIM Aeri [Korea] Gwangju Work-family balance Assistance Center Director, Gwangju 

Metropolitan City

General discussion and Q&A

13:00~16:00  Thematic Session-Social  Economy and Community Vitalization 212+213 43쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation 

Discussion

Q&A

Korean, English

Social Economy and Community Vitalization

Gwangju Social Economy Network Forum, Social Economy Support Network in Gwangju, 

Gwangju Social Enterprise Council

RYU Gwangsu [ Korea ] Chairperson, Gwangju Area Social Enterprise Council

Michel BAUWENS [Belgium] Founder, P2P Founation

CHOI Binna [Korea] Director, Casco Art Institute: Working for the Commons

LIM Seungho [Korea] Chairperson, Citizen Council of Gwagnju Namgu Steering Committee 

JEONG Dallsung [Korea] Education Director, Life Politics Institute 

YOON Jonghwa [Korea] Director, Daegu Citizen Center

KIM Hyejung [Korea] Education Director, Heemangsasang

General discussion and Q&A

13:00 ~ 16:00 Thematic Session-City and the Elderly 209+210 47쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation 

Discussion

Q&A

Korean, English

Gwangju as an Age-Friendly City?

Gwangju Information & Referral Service Center for the Aged, Gwangju Namgu Senior Club

YANG Chulho [Korea] Professor, Dongshin University

TAKEO Ogawa [Japan] President, Asian Aging Business Center

Therese BACKMAN [Sweden] Senior lecturer, University of Gothenburg

Stefany Michelle CAMPINS PINTO [Mexico] Secretary of Social Development, Ciudad De 

Mexico(CDMX)

HAN Donghee [Korea] President, Research Institute of Science for the Better Living of the 

Elderly

CHO Jihyun [Korea] Assistant professor, Dongshin University

General discussion and Q&A

Program at 
glance 9.15
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13:00~14:30 Asia Human Rights Cities Network 211 52쪽

Official language

Orgnaizer

Moderator

Welcome Remarks

Presentation

Panel

English

Korea Human Rights Foundation, Korea University Human Rights Center, ADN, UCLG-CISDP, INFID

UCLG-CISDP, INFID

Mugiyanto MUGIYANTO [Indonesia] Senior Program Officer, International NGO Forum on 

Indonesian Development (INFID)

KIM Soo-a [Korea] Director, Gwangju Metropolitan Human Rights Office

SOH Changrok [Korea] UN HRC Advisory Committee Member

Agus Subagyo [Indonesia] Vice regent, Wonoso

Nurkhoiron [Indonesia] Vice chair, Komnas HAM

Jacqueline Ann DE GUIA [Philippines] Director, Human Rights Commission

Santina Soares [Timor-Leste] Member, Policy Leaders Group Steering Committee 

Anshuman KAROL [India] Program Manager, Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA)

Parshuram UPADHYAY [Nepal] Federal Governace Specialist, Local Governance and 

Community Development Program (LGCDP)

Chime Paden WANGDI [Bhutan] Secretary Genaral, Tarayana Foundation

Norleen OLIVER [Micornesia] Gender Development&Human Rights Officer, Federated States 

of Micronesia Government

SHIN Hyungshik [Korea] Director, Institute for Korean Democracy

KIM Giyoun [Korea] Advisor, Korean Women’s Association United

KIM Soo-a [Korea] Director, Huamn Rights Office of Gwangju Metropolitan City

15:00~16:30 Expert Workshop on Local Government and Human Rights 211 53쪽

Official language

Orgnaizer

Moderator

Welcoming Remark

Presentation

Panel

English

Korea Human Rights Foundation, Korea University Human Rights Center, ADN, UCLG-CISDP, INFID

SOH Changrok [Korea] UN HRC Advisory Committee Member

KIM Soo-a [Korea] Director, Gwangju Metropolitan Human Rights Office

Anselmo Lee [Korea] Executive Director, Korea Human Rights Foundation

Fatou Camara HOUEL [France] Secretary of the Advisory Committee & Coordinator LDCs/

SIDS Trust Fund, OHCHR

Magali FRICAUDET [Spain] Coordinator, UCLG-CISDP

Emmanuel CARROZ [France] Deputy Mayor, Grenoble

Irene ESCORIHUELA [Spain] Directress of Barcelona Observatory for Social, Economic and 

Cultural Rights 

Mauricio VALIENTE [Spain] Deputy Mayor, Madrid

Stefany CAMPINS PINTO [Mexico] Mexico City Secretary for Social Inclusion

Michael SCOTT [USA] US Human Rights Cities Alliance

Anton SALMAN [Palestine] Mayor of Bethlehem 

Kaori CABRERA [Indonesia] Program Officer at Kota Kita Foundation

Mugiyanto MUGIYANTO [Indosnesia] Senior Program Officer, International NGO Forum on 

Indonesian Development (INFID)

16:0~19:00 Human Rights On-Site Visit

 ※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Gender

the Elderly

State Violence

Gwangju Local Women Association

Jo-Wol Dong(Integration) Integration Senior Citizen Community Center

Chonnam National University May 18 Institute 5·18 and Historical Sites

17:00~19:00 Human Rights Culture Tour Ⅱ 54쪽

 ※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Venue Asia Culture Center, May 18 Memorial Hall

19:00~20:30 Networking Party ACC Outdoor Park

Sweden’s Human Rights Policy

Due to a decline in jobs and economic deterioration caused by conflicts between labor and 

management in Sweden during the 1930s, one fifth of the entire population had to choose to 

immigrate to other countries. However, now many countries are envious of Sweden’s well-es-

tablished welfare system, high-level human rights and good-quality jobs along with hightech 

industries.

 

Sweden, seeking ways to coexist with labor and management through the 1938 Saltsjobaden 

Agreement, alongside politicians including Prime Minister Tage Erlander establishing a founda-

tion of Swedish welfare known as a “house of people,” and Prime Minister Olof Palme reputed 

for completing the “house of people” with income equality and gender quality, could raise its 

welfare and human rights to the world’s highest level.

Swedish politicians are known to be squeaky clean and work more hours than ordinary citizens, 

which is believed to be possible because of widespread perceptions of the responsibilities and 

duties of local congressmen and parliamentary members, and all the regulations on relevant au-

thorization, and freedom of the press capable of free and unlimited monitoring and criticism.

In order to break the chain of collusive links between politics and business, and corruption, 

and to build a country free from any social inequality, worried Koreans along with citizens of 

Gwangju, the City of Human Rights, should closely examine the case of Sweden for building a 

livable country after overcoming various conflicts.

C o n c e p t 

N o t e  o f 

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n Ⅱ
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In a rapidly changing world there is a constant need to fulfill, protect, promote and engage for 

the human rights. What critics and recommendations have the UN Treaty bodies had regarding 

Sweden and how have these been addressed nationally? The presentation will elaborate on hu-

man rights’ related challenges in Sweden as well as on progress at national, regional and local level. 

The City of Lund has recently started to collaborate with the Raoul Wallenberg Institute to develop tools for Lund to 

become the first human rights city in Sweden. The goal is also to put Human rights higher on the agenda and also 

contributing to inspire more cities and regions in Sweden to develop their work. 

Sweden - and Lund - has for a long time worked strategically and successfully with one important aspect of human 

rights – equality between the genders. The extreme levels of economic growth that we experienced as a nation some 

40-50 years ago coincided with women moving into the labor market in large numbers. At the same time the foun-

dation was laid for effective social, academic and business networks and structures that allowed women to reach 

positions of power.

The City of Lund strives to create a sustainable and open society where all people can live and feel free to express 

themselves.  Therefore Lund has for a long time also been working successfully with children´s rights.  Hence, the 

City of Lund has put in place routines that force us as a local government body to take into consideration the per-

spectives and needs of children when planning for roads, buildings, parks, water supply, sewage, waste manage-

ment, culture, care for the elderly and infirm, business development, investments – everything. 

As regards to the aspirations of the City of Lund to become a Human Rights City, the city has partnered with the Raul 

Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights. Our common main objectives are to promote the work with HR and Human 

Rights Cities in general but also on a local level, for example trying to find solutions to implement an HR perspective 

in Lund’s regular governance and management processes. 

The long-term goal is to offer and create an open and inclusive process built upon participation and reliance, which 

hopefully will have many beneficial outcomes both for the city and for the civil society. It is important to strengthen 

the independence and the independent role civil organizations have as opinion makers and voices for issues in the 

community. The ambition is to create a stable, long-term partnership together with all relevant partners in the civil 

society, especially in the field of social welfare.

The central government in Stockholm underlines the significance of establishing coherent structures on the local 

government level to promote and protect HR in Sweden. A coherent structure should consist of the following:

·   Strong legal and institutional protection of HR

·   A strong support for working with HR in civil society and in the business sector 

·   A coordinated and systematic work on HR in public activities

Co-operation and co-creation is a successful formula for the future to spread and develop the work with HR. This is 

why the City of Lund has partnered with the Raoul Wallenberg Institute, and this is why we believe it is so important 

to learn from other cities both within Sweden and outside Sweden. 

Sweden's Human Rights Policy
P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅱ  A b s t r a c t

P2-01Elin GUSTAFSSON [Sweden] City Commissioner, City of Lund

Human Rights in Sweden, 
challenges and progress

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅱ  A b s t r a c t

P2-02 Gabriella FREDRIKSSON [Sweden] Team Leader for Inclusive Societies, 
Raoul Wallenberg Institute for Human Rights
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In Sweden there is room for a versatile perspective on human rights. It is evident that the Gov-

ernment´s long-term objective is to ensure full respect for human rights in Sweden and abroad. 

The Swedish legal system must accord with the international human rights conventions that 

Sweden has acceded to and these conventions must be followed at both central and local gov-

ernment levels. The rights recognized in human rights systems are traditionally classified based 

on the type of rights protected. In the Swedish constitution (Regeringsformen) social human 

rights are only articulated as fundamental goals of the state and central and local governments 

shall strive to acheve these rights. However social human rights are articulated and written into 

Swedish laws, for example The Social Services Act (2001:453). This article illustrates the respon-

sibilities of the local governments (municipalities) when it comes to social rights for the elderly 

according to the Swedish Social Services Act (2001:453). The Social Services Act (2001:453) 

expresses a national value base (värdegrund) for care and assistance of the elderly. This national 

value base (värdegrund) could be interpreted as an expression for social human rights and states 

that care and assistance for the elderly should focus on creating conditions that ensure elderly 

a life in dignity and well being. Furthermore the preparatory works of the Social Services Act 

(2001:453) describes care and assistance according to the act as a social right (prop. 1979/80, 

p 182). Based on certain criteria social rights for the elderly in Sweden will be discussed and an-

alysed. What does the notion of social rights for the elderly in the Social Services Act (2001:452) 

mean? Furthermore the article will illustrate some of the problems that Sweden face today when 

it comes to social rights for the elderly.

The objective of Sweden’s industrial policy is to strengthen competitiveness and create more jobs and growing com-

panies. Exports and trade are of vital importance for Swedish employment. In coming years Swedish exports need to 

shift towards new markets with high growth but challenging environment. Corporate social responsibility (CSR) will 

be a core part of a modern industrial policy. 

The Swedish government has a clear expectation that Swedish companies act in a responsible matter, regardless if 

they are operating on the national or international market. In line with this, the Swedish Government has drawn up 

a high ambitious CSR policy. A communication to the Swedish Parliament (2015) states the main parts of this policy 

including human rights, decent working conditions, environmental considerations, and anti-corruption efforts, as 

well as gender equality, diversity, business ethics and taxation. CSR is cross-cutting in several policy areas such as 

financial markets, environment, labour markets, trade and development cooperation. 

There are a number of international guidelines serve as a guide for companies CSR efforts; OECD guidelines for mul-

tinational enterprises, the UN Global Compact, the UN Principles of Business and Human Rights, the International 

Labour Organisation conventions and the Agenda 2030. Companies are expected to use these guidelines as a start-

ing point for their work. Sweden adopted its National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights in 2015. 

A number of initiatives taken have been taken by the Swedish Government as part of this more ambitious CSR policy: 

•  New legislation on sustainability reporting

•  Tightened legislation on corruption

•  Increased emphasis on sustainability within trade promotion 

•  Encouraging countries to adopt National Action Plans

•  Performing a base-line study

•  Competence-building at Swedish embassies 

•  Increased funding to CSR Centre in Beijing

The CSR Centre at the Embassy of Sweden in Beijing was set up in 2010 and based on two Memorandum of Un-

derstanding on Sino-Swedish CSR cooperation signed in 2007 and renewed in 2009. The CSR Centre uses the EU 

definition of CSR: the responsibility of enterprises for their impact on society. The Centre also follows the focus areas 

of the Swedish government for sustainable business: human rights, labour conditions, environment and anti-cor-

ruption.

Swedish policy for Corporate Social 
Responsibility

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅱ  A b s t r a c t

P2-03Lotta LIJELUND [Sweden] 
Counselor, Centre for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

The rights of the elderly in 
Sweden

P l e n a r y 

S e s s i o n

Ⅱ  A b s t r a c t

P2-04 Therese BACKMAN [Sweden] 
Department of Law, University of Gothenburg, Senior Lecturer
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Various Efforts Made by Numerous Cities 

The Global Gender Gap Report, annually published by the World Economic Forum (WEF), is designed to examine the aspect of 

gender gap and measure the relative gap between men and women by measuring in four major areas including health, edu-

cation, economy and politics, while attempting to emphasize the consistent and comprehensive necessity for gender equality.

According to the 2016 Global Gender Gap Report, the level of gender equality in 144 major and emerging economies remains 

95 percent as in the previous year, while the level of equality in health increased by one percent compared to the previous 

year, which stands at its highest at 96 percent. However, when it comes to the widening gap between men and women re-

garding participation in economic activities and political needs, many improvements need to be made. The 2017 equality lev-

el in economy is 59 percent, with its largest gap since 2008, after continuously decreasing over the years. The equality level 

in politics, remaining at 23 percent, means it is slowly but steadily bridging this gap. The 2016 Global Gender Gap Index, 

based on population growth assessment, was 0.683. It also means, in order to achieve true gender equality, a gap of as much 

as 31.7 percent should be settled in four major areas. 

The country with the lowest Global Gap Index was Iceland followed by Finland, Norway, Sweden, Rwanda, Ireland, the Phil-

ippines, Slovenia, New Zealand and Nicaragua. South Korea’s 2016 GGI (Gender Gap Index) was 0.649, ranking 116th, one 

place down from 115th in the previous year. 

Countries with low Gender Gap Index have gender equality consciousness, naturally shown in all policies. Although these 

countries’ gender equality levels are in the upper ranks throughout the world, they never cease to endeavor to bridge the 

gender gap at the national level. 

In line with the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017’s theme, “Do We Live in Peace?” - Human Rights Cities, Democra-

cy and Practice, we should focus on the major cities’ efforts, namely, various efforts bridging the gender gap in politics and 

economy arising from gender roles and stereotypes separated between men and women. Through the trial and error of coun-

tries (or cities) with a low Gender Gap Index, policies changing politics, economy and citizens’ perception to bridge the gen-

der gap in certain cities will be addressed, along with discussion on what Korea, in the lower ranks of the Gender Gap Index, 

should do at the level of central and local governments.

The economic growth and infinite possibility that can result from the fourth industrial revolution can be accomplished when 

talents and technology are combined. However, if half of the world population’s talents fail to correspond to the ongoing 

change in gender equality, it will jeopardize innovation and exacerbate inequality. 

Korea is now seeking new changes. The newly-launched administration’s president declared himself a feminist, while shockingly 

proclaiming an equal number of men and women in his new cabinet, which shows powerful gender mainstreaming. 

With gender equality in Korea under constant threat in the past ten years, there has been a growing concern in relation to 

democratic regression. We have witnessed misogyny even in the public squares where we staged a candlelight vigil and 

called for democracy. We are shouting out again - gender equality is progress for all and the completion of democracy.

 When it is closer to 1 (one), it means perfect gender equality.

City and Gender Abstract 01

「Grenoble, a city committed to gender equality」

Emmanuel CARROZ [France] Deputy Mayor, Ville de Grenoble

Thematic Session “City and 
Gender” Concept Note

While equality between women and men is guaranteed by law in France, we can see that in-

equalities remain (wage, societal, gender stereotypes)

The city of Grenoble wishes to commit itself to taking part in the evolution of mentalities and 

practices, relying on French and European regulations, and has therefore established an action 

plan in March 2017, declined in 4 axes: public space, education, sport, and actions as an em-

ployer.

The various actions carried out, in partnership with the institutional partners, are evaluated by 

a monitoring and evaluation committee (which can give recommendations) and presented each 

year in municipal council, in order to give real visibility to the actions in favor of equality between 

women and men.

Grenoble, a city committed to gender 
equality

C i t y  a n d 

G e n d e r 

A b s t r a c t

T1-01Emmanuel CARROZ [France] Deputy Mayor, Ville de Grenoble
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Based on democratization in 1987, it has been 30 years since Korea implemented policy based 

on gender equality as its basic ideology. Over the last three decades, people’s consciousness 

and aspirations for democracy have increased, and thereby developing policies for women re-

markably. Most policies until the 1980s were mainly targeted at low - income and underpriv-

ileged women, including maternity support for maternity and protecting from being prostitute, 

and mainly measures to increase women’s representation in the public sector were taken ac-

tively. In the 1990s, there was a change in women policy as sexual violence, sexual harassment, 

domestic violence, and employment equality were raised as the agenda in the National Assem-

bly. In 1998, the Kim Dae Jung government (1998-2002) established a special committee on 

women’s presidential elections, a national body dedicated to women’s issues. In 2002, The 

Presidential Commission on Women turned into the Ministry of Gender Equality. Moreover, a ba-

sic plan for the mid-term women’s policy was established for every five years. In the Roh Moo-

hyun administration (2003-2007), the policy of the Ministry of Health and Welfare was shifted to 

the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Affairs, leading to a great progress in women’s policy 

such as the abolition of the family system and enactment of the Act on the Prevention of Prosti-

tution. However, under the conservative governments over the last decade, policies for women 

have been weakened. 

It has been certainly much improved compared to the past, but aspects of discrimination and 

violence against women appear in very complicated ways. In particular, the awareness of gender 

equality has been achieved by the increase in the acceptance rate of women applicants in exams 

to become government officials and the rise of status of women politicians. In the meantime, 

men’s reverse discrimination sentiment against women increased. Discrimination against ex-

plicit female repugnance and social weakness are becoming a serious social problem. The 2016 

murder case in the Gangnam station proved that women are living in an unsafe society with the 

awareness for hate sentiment against women.

Park Won-soon, mayor of Seoul in 2012, provided opportunities for policies for women, which 

had been undermined under the conservative governments, and gave rise to challenges and ex-

periments to create women issues in this dangerous society. This paper examines safety policies 

and mainstreaming strategies for women with that the Seoul city has conducted experiments 

and challenges to achieve gender equality since 2012.

Local example from the city of Lund

In Sweden gender equality is built with a strong welfare state as a solid foundation. Sweden have through the years 

built support systems that enable parenting, participation in the labour market and sharing the unpaid domestic 

work in an equal way between men and women.

Sweden looks upon itself as a frontrunner when it comes gender equality. With gender equality we mean giving 

women and men the same possibilities to influence and create both the society and their own lives. This to enable 

that the same possibilities, rights and obligations in all aspects of life must be shared equal. This is also the general 

and overall goal for the Swedish gender equality politics and means that power and influence, the economic growth 

and the unpaid domestic work should be equally shared by women and men.

The general goal is reached both by national stated laws and a strong welfare state, but also through a strong local 

agenda. This is something that Sweden has been working on for a long time and steps are taken every day. Some 

examples of this is that Sweden 1845 introduced equal inheritance rights between men and women, 1921 women 

got the right to vote in the national elections and 1974 parental leave is introduced and gives parents the right to 

equally share the days at the time of birth.

When it comes to equal share of influence, Sweden have had more women in leading positions than most other 

nations. Since 2014 we have had a government with an equal amount of women and men and a prime minister that 

have stated that it is a feminist government.

In Sweden the extreme levels of economic growth that the country experienced 40-50 years ago coincided with 

women moving into the labour market in large numbers. To be able to maximise the economic growth Sweden de-

cided early on that women couldn’t stay at home with full responsibility for the domestic work while men are the 

only ones working and being the only wage earner. To enable this Sweden has strengthening the welfare state in 

several aspects with the overall goal of getting women into work. Child care, schools and elderly care was incorpo-

rated in the welfare state and was taking care of by national and local governments.

Various Efforts Made 
by Numerous Cities to Overcome Gender Gap

C i t y  a n d 

G e n d e r 

A b s t r a c t

T1-02Elin GUSTAFSSON [Sweden] City Commissioner, City of Lund

Seoul City’s Challenge and Experience to 
Realize Gender Equality in the City

C i t y  a n d 

G e n d e r 

A b s t r a c t

P2-02 KIM Kyunghee [Korea] Professor, Sociology at Chung-Ang University
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Social Economy and Community Vitalization

As the subjects of social economy have conducted various types of projects concerning the roles 

and implementation of regions, direct and indirect efforts are being made to promote sustain-

ability and continuity of regional development, through the development of community cultures.

Especially, various attempts to qualitatively improve people’s lives and human rights through 

the vitalization of communities, have been made everywhere. However, in spite of numerous trial 

and error efforts, alongside diverse failures, there are not many examples of actual successes. 

Now is the time for serious worrying and introspection; instead of handling them as a single indi-

vidual discussion, put them in the bigger frame. Along with this, the effective value measurement 

of social economy-related activities and relevant measures are required. In terms of community 

vitalization, not only the roles and meaning of social economy but also various attempts to better 

the quality of local residents’ living, along with the guidance for relevant projects, are required, 

for which a venue of discussions is also needed.

The “Social Economy” session during the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017 will focus on 

community vitalization, providing a chance for various attendees to discuss and debate through-

out the Forum, as well as a starting point for administrators and activists to discuss together, 

through which results of this Forum can lead to practical accomplishments.

Thematic Session “Social Economy and
Community Vitalization” Concept Note

The failures of nation-states and the international system to deal adequately with the challeng-

es of the necessary ecological and social transitions, have focused the attention on the role of 

cities, and stimulated an exponential rise of urban commons (tenfold increase in ten years) in 

European cities, as already documented in the Netherlands and the Flanders. The city of Ghent 

asked the author to craft a Commons Transition Plan to establish Ghent as a city of the commons.  

The mapping of 500 urban commons covering all provisioning systems and intensive consulta-

tions with the urban leaders involved in these projets led to the crafting of a plan for adapting 

the cities’ processes and institutions to public-commons institutions. The commons, defined as 

self-governing shared resources, represent a promise for human rights and extended democra-

cy, based on the new contributory logic made possible through networked technologies at the 

urban scale, in the context of a cosmo-local organizational forms.

The next wave of Urban Commons, 
Democracy and Human Rights: the case of Ghent

S o c i a l 
Economy and 
C o m m u n i t y 
V i t a l i z a t i o n 
A b s t r a c t

P2-02 Michel BAUWENS [Belgium] P2P Founation
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Garden, truck, and time machine, for example

“It’s more difficult to maintain a castle than build one” is a conclusive remark made as an out-

come of a workshop that was held at Cheonam Univerisity co-led/facilitated by me and Kather-

ine Gibson,founding theorist of Community Economy Network with several Gwangju based coop-

eratives and social enterprises. This suggests that the amount of te municipal governmet support 

is a success, but it is generating unlimited growth of new and fragile enterprises that undermines 

the Social Economy’s resilience. The public sector is incubating too many small social enterpris-

es with no real strategy: many empty, ungrounded castles. Our conclusion is that there is a need 

to develop a local model, based on the internal, local experiences, and the agreement among 

the members, or groups, not import others, including the language and it’s important to find and 

multiply the connection dots / hubs. How? I would speak about that through another example of 

my practice at Casco that is making transition to Casco Art Institute: Working for the Commons.

A local community is a form of ‘small society’ centered on a local region. By looking at the 

Daechon Chilseok Town in Nam-gu, Gwangju, one can learn how to realize a peaceful city and 

protect residents’ human rights on the basis of social economic tradition, as this town has pros-

pered and is widely known as one of the most desirable areas to live in. 

Until now, Chilseok Town was famous for its mass-participation ‘Chilseok Gossaum Nori’ game 

(Loop Fight) and it has been preserving various aspects of local democracy and social economic 

traditions. The town has a long history of culture and tradition which accepts and ensures each 

resident’s rights and obligation, regardless of their social hierarchy. Thus, they could maintain 

the democratic tradition and preserve the peaceful local community. 

 By looking at the case of Daechon Chilseok Town, this paper will explore directions and methods 

to build a peaceful town to live in through promoting and raising the awareness of Gwangju’s 

nature, the rights and obligations of people, and democratic organization management in a so-

cial economic way. 

 The secret of social economic success in Chilseok Town was in the everyday practice of basic 

principles of social economy and it resulted in a high level of productivity. By focusing on the 

basic practice of the norms of social economy, the residents in Chilseok Town fulfilled their re-

sponsibility and became autonomous self-governed citizens. As a result, they pursued their 

common interests, rather than individual ones, and they relied upon social capital within their 

town, rather than on subsidy given by the government. The members of the community strived 

to achieve their own social purpose and goals. Through games and festivals in the town, they 

formed friendly relationships first, and then they established the Town’s Meeting (Assembly). In 

this meeting, the leaders guaranteed and invited active participation of all residents in the town 

and they succeeded in adapting a virtuous distribution of profit and compensation system. 

Social Economy Discovered in an Old
Town ‘Chilseok’ in Korea

S o c i a l 
Economy and 
C o m m u n i t y 
V i ta l i zat ion 
A b s t r a c

T2-03 LIM Seungho [Korea]  Steering Committee Chairperson, 
Citizen Council of Gwagnju Namgu

S o c i a l 
Economy and 
C o m m u n i t y 
V i ta l i zat ion 
A b s t r a c

T2-02

Connecting dots, drawing images 
for different economy

CHOI Binna [Korea] Director, Casco Art Institute: Working for the Commons
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Gwangju as an Age-Friendly City?

Age-Friendly City, Age-Friendly Network

As the World Health Organization (WHO) developed a “Global Age-Friendly Cities Guide” in 

2007 and has established a global age-friendly cities network, age-friendly cities’ participa-

tion is increasing worldwide, along with the participation and ongoing activities of Seoul (2013), 

Jeongeup (2014), Suwon (2016) and Busan (2016). The age-friendly cities, away from previous 

elderly welfare policies’ primary focus on the establishment of local social facilities and relevant 

services for the elderly, with the theory of improving the life quality of all the citizens (regardless 

of age), particularly active aging, are focusing on being outfitted with the urban environment and 

structure that enable the citizens’ active aging, by implementing urban policies and programs 

to minimize the elderly’s health, participation and security, rather than limiting the concept of 

age-friendliness merely to the elderly.

The establishment of age-friendly cities creates the environment with resources contributing 

to families, neighborhoods, local communities and nations, by focusing more on resources and 

abilities of the elderly through the change from “gray down perspective (an increase in aging 

population led to the depletion of limited social resources posing a threat to the life quality of 

younger generations)” to “prime time perspective (an increase in aging population is resources 

to increase the social contribution),” concerning the perspective on the elderly, establish and im-

plement local community-related plans for “Aging in Place (providing support for the elderly to 

stay in the life-long, familiar environment for as long as possible),” which enables the elderly to 

experience no inconvenience of their stay in their own local communities, even when the decline 

in the elderly’s physical and cognitive function occurs, comprehensively coping with the major 

changes regarding radical aging society-related policy trends.

Thematic Session
 “City and the Elderly”
Concept Note

East Asian regions are characterized as a Confucianism culture and society. 　For older persons, 

the ethics of Filial piety was a good resource for living in their latter life. However, the demo-

graphic transition changes its fundamental conditions in modernization. Too many older persons 

are still alive although younger persons are decreasing too rapidly. Then, we must reconstruct 

from a filial piety system to all age-friendly system.

I will refer to policy change internationally and domestically. Especially I will focus on an inclu-

siveness of the social environment. “Do older persons are well socially?”

I will introduce three data-set for observing status quo of older persons in Japan: Suicide, Elder 

abuse and Adult Guardianship. These data will illustrate situations of older persons in present 

Japan. Generally speaking, the more ageing, the more suicide rate will be increased. However, 

the difference between old and young is converged into same level after 2003 in Japan. Although 

the long-term care is a hard work for family caregiver and care workers, the recognized elder 

abuse is almost stable. In 1999, Adult Guardianship Act was established. For those who cannot 

decide and act independently because of dementia, it needs for them to support legally. The cas-

es are increasing. Its pleadings are applied not only by child, sibling, relatives but also by mayor. 

There are still problematic conditions for shifting toward an inclusive society beyond a society of 

filial piety. 

However, additional data of Gini coefficient and International Survey data shows that older per-

sons are no more acute seekers of human right of themselves, but moderate bystanders of inclu-

siveness in Japan. For promoting further improvement of situation of older persons in Japan, we 

need a mind-set and paradigm shift for constructing all age-friendly society and social inclusion. 

The ethics of filial piety should be reconstructed in these new frameworks. 

In order to construct of social well-being for older persons, we need to develop active aging 

communities.

Age-friendly Society beyond Filial 
Piety in Japan

C i t y  a n d 

t h e  E l d e r l y 

A b s t r a c t

T3-01 TAKEO Ogawa [Japan] President, (NPO) Asian Aging Business Center
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In Sweden there is room for a versatile perspective on human rights. It is evident that the Gov-

ernment´s long-term objective is to ensure full respect for human rights in Sweden and abroad. 

The Swedish legal system must accord with the international human rights conventions that 

Sweden has acceded to and these conventions must be followed at both central and local gov-

ernment levels. The rights recognized in human rights systems are traditionally classified based 

on the type of rights protected. In the Swedish constitution (Regeringsformen) social human 

rights are only articulated as fundamental goals of the state and central and local governments 

shall strive to achieve these rights. However social human rights are articulated and written into 

Swedish laws, for example The Social Services Act (2001:453). This article illustrates the respon-

sibilities of the local governments (municipalities) when it comes to social rights for the elderly 

according to the Swedish Social Services Act (2001:453). The Social Services Act (2001:453) 

expresses a national value base (värdegrund) for care and assistance of the elderly. This national 

value base (värdegrund) could be interpreted as an expression for social human rights and states 

that care and assistance for the elderly should focus on creating conditions that ensure elderly 

a life in dignity and well being. Furthermore the preparatory works of the Social Services Act 

(2001:453) describes care and assistance according to the act as a social right (prop. 1979/80, 

p 182). Based on certain criteria social rights for the elderly in Sweden will be discussed and an-

alysed. What does the notion of social rights for the elderly in the Social Services Act (2001:452) 

mean? Furthermore the article will illustrate some of the problems that Sweden face today when 

it comes to social rights for the elderly.

The rights of the elderly in 
Sweden

C i t y  a n d 

t h e  E l d e r l y 

A b s t r a c t

T3-02Therese BACKMAN [Sweden] 
Senior lecturer, University of Gothenburg

Mexico City faces an important demographic challenge: its percentage of elderly people, which has risen 

over the past decade due to increased life expectancy. In 2010, 1 million 003 thousand 648 people over 60 

years old lived in the city, placing it as the state with the largest percentage of senior citizens nationwide.

Senior citizens are one of the most highly vulnerable population groups because of their susceptibility to 

physical and cognitive impairment, chronic degenerative diseases, lack of social security and stable income, 

physical or psychological abuse by family members, caregivers and others; abandonment; the social per-

ception of inactiveness that consider them a burden to their families and society; and the lack of access to 

recreational and leisure activities.

It is crucial to counter this situation by ensuring that the elderly population counts with the entire necessary 

tools to fulfill their rights. For this reason the Government of Mexico City launched actions to provide food 

support, medical care, and free medication. This model is known as the Comprehensive Care System for Se-

nior Citizens in Mexico City.

The System guarantees food access and provides a card named “New Life after 68 years old”, which gives 

the elderly a monthly economic pension of 63.94 USD and access to a set of complementary activities that 

contribute to their full development in matters regarding food security, health, financial security, and recre-

ation. The services and activities provided to them are the following:

Social Alert System (SAS), a mechanism that allows to locate and bind the elderly in a more effective way in 

case of loss or emergency, without compromising their personal data. This is achieved through the delivery 

of a personal identification code engraved on a metal plate or bracelet which is to be worn permanently.  

This information is fed into a database containing emergency contacts and relevant information.

Home healthcare: the users receive personalized geriatric and gerontologist care directly at their homes.  

With this, a continuous follow-up of their health status is recorded.  This action supports the families in car-

ing for the physical and mental well-being of their senior citizens. 

Credit for the elderly: The System grants the elderly access to credit, providing greater economic autonomy for them.

Recreational activities:  the System allows them to have access to activities such as domestic trips at afford-

able costs, free movie tickets, and dance events.

Granting the proper social care to senior citizens is a priority for the local government. Therefore, 66.04% of the 

Mexico City Government Budget destined to Social Development is implemented directly in the “New Life after 

68 years old” card scheme. Currently, the Comprehensive Care System helps 520 thousand people.

Comprehensive Care System for 
Senior Citizens in Mexico City

C i t y  a n d 

t h e  E l d e r l y 

A b s t r a c t

T3-03 Stefany CAMPINS PINTO [Mexico] Secretary of Social Development, 
Ciudad De Mexico
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Asia Human Rights 
Cities Network
Concept Note

1. The proposed Workshop is the second meeting of Asian Network for Local Democracy and Human 

Rights City (LDC Asia Net)” which was formed in July 2016 during the 6th World Human Rights Cities Fo-

rum(WHRCF) to share the experiences and discuss challenges as well as strategies regarding the promotion 

of local democracy and human rights city in Asia and the Pacific.

2. The Workshop is jointly organized by the Metropolitan City of Gwangju, the Korea Human Rights Founda-

tion (KHRF) and the Asia Democracy Network (ADN). The Workshop will be held in Gwangju from 13:00 to 

14:30 on 15 September  (Friday) during the 7thWHRCF.

3. LDC Asia Net is an initiative of the Asia Democracy Network (ADN) to serve as a platform for CSOs and other 

stake-holders to promote local democracy and human rights city in Asia.  Internationally it aims at strengthen-

ing the role of sub-national/local governments at the UN Human Rights Council in the context of the UN 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development also known as the Sustainable Developing Goals (SDGs). 

4. The workshop is also expected to discuss “draft preliminary report on regional arrangements for the 

promotion and protection of human rights (A/HRC/AC/18/CRP.4) presented and discussed at the UN HRC 

Advisory Committee Member in August 2017 as a way to understand the regional development and context 

in Asia where local government can also play a leading role for the promotion of human rights. 

5. The workshop is expected to address the following questions 

a) What have you been doing to implement the recommendations of the final report on the role of lo-

cal government in the promotion and protection of human rights of the UN HRC Advisory Committee (A/

HRC/30/49) in your country? 

b) How can international organizations in Asia (such as ASEAN, SAARC, UNESCAP, etc.) promote the role of 

local government regarding the implementation of the recommendations of the Report (A/HRC/30/49) 

c) How can we integrate human rights into the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the sub-national/

local level? 

d) What are your comments on the Draft preliminary report on regional arrangements for the promotion and 

protection of human rights of the UN HRC Advisory Committee (A/HRC/AC/18/CRP.4) from the perspective 

of sub-national/local government?

6. Approximately 20 human rights defenders and experts from mainly Asia and the Pacific including Korea 

will be invited to the Workshop.  Asian members of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) Committee 

on Social Inclusion, Participatory Democracy and Human Rights will be also invited to the Workshop. 

7. The main working language will be English and informal consecutive translation for Korean can be arranged if 

necessary.

The Case of Busan Metropolitan City

Population aging demands changes in cities. The World Health Organization has promoted the 

Age-friendly City project to build a good environment for the elderly to live in. These efforts can also 

be found in Korea, and Busan Metropolitan City became the fourth Korean member to join the Global 

Network of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities (GNAFCC), following Seoul, Suwon, and Jeongeup. 

Busan Metropolitan City has the biggest elderly population among the seven metropolitan cities in 

Korea. The main agenda in developing an urban environment for the future is the preparedness for 

population aging. 

The key element of the age-friendly city is an urban environment where the elderly can reside in a 

familiar environment for as long as possible (aging in place). In this respect, the age-friendly city 

highlights the necessity of technical training and community-based service development to take care 

of the elderly and assist them for an active life. In the future, local communities will have the elderly 

as their main population bracket. It is necessary to build age-friendly cities to help them live inde-

pendently in local communities for as long as possible. Population aging is a global phenomenon. 

Without a change in social perception, it will be difficult to find a solution to the problems it will bring. 

With increasing life spans, the time we spend in old age is becoming longer than ever. We cannot 

deny the fact that cities will have an overwhelming proportion of an older population. And thus, it is 

crucial to have urban planning for the elderly’s comfortable living. The quality of life of the elderly is 

closely related to the national economy. From this perspective, building age-friendly cities is not an 

option, but a must. In 1948, the representative from Argentina at the UN assembly raised awareness 

of the need to maintain a decent life and to protect the basic rights of the elderly by mentioning ten 

rights of the elderly: the right to receive support; the right to reside at home; the right to food; the 

right to clothing; the right to take care of physical health; the right to take care of mental health; the 

right to enjoy leisure; the right to work; the right to safety; and the right to dignity. The provision of 

an age-friendly environment to ensure the basic rights of the elderly will remain an important task in 

the future. 

In this sense, it is significant to discuss cities and population aging at the World Human Rights Cities 

Forum. I will first review the characteristics of the elderly population, welfare system, and elderly 

market of Busan Metropolitan City, and then the background and significance of joining the World 

Health Organization’s Global Network of Age-Friendly Cities and Communities. Then, I will recom-

mend a way forward in building age-friendly cities by taking examples of age-friendly programs for 

the elderly run by my institute, the Research Institute of Science for the Better Living of the Elderly.

Building an Age-friendly City
C i t y  a n d 

t h e  E l d e r l y 

A b s t r a c t

T3-04HAN Dong-hee [Korea] 
President, Research Institute of Science for the Better Living of the Elderly
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1. The proposed Expert Workshop on Local Government and Human Rights (hereafter “Workshop) is 
the 4th international meeting of human rights experts on local government and human rights as a fol-
low-up to the final report of the UN Human Rights Council Advisory Committee(UNHRCAC) on the role 
of local governments in the promotion and protection of human rights (A/HRC/30/49) which was ad-
opted at the 30th session of the UN Human Rights Council in September 2015.

2. The Workshop is jointly organized by the Metropolitan City of Gwangju, the Korea Human Rights 
Foundation (KHRF), Human Rights Center of Korea University and the Asia Democracy Network (ADN) 
in cooperation with the UN HRCAC. The Workshop will be held in Gwangju from 15:00 to 16:30 on 15 
September  (Friday) during the 7th WHRCF.

3. The Workshop aims at in particular looking into the recommendations, especially on the need to 
develop guiding principles on human rights for local government and human rights (paragraph No 78) 
taking into account the Gwangju Guiding Principles on Human Rights City adopted on 17 May 2014 at 
the 4th World Human Rights Cities Forum(WHRCF). This is an attempt to link the principles of human 
rights city to the broader context of local government and human rights which was the approach ad-
opted at the UN HRC. 
 
4. The primary responsibility to protect human rights resides with national governments but local 
governments, especially local public officials, play a complementary role in protecting and promoting 
human rights at the grassroots level. In particular, this workshop seeks to explore the interlinkage be-
tween the localization of human rights, which is recommended in the Advisory Committee’s final report 
on local government and human rights, and the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development known as Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

5. In addition to exploring the broad challenges and opportunities that this integration entails, it is also 
important to discuss how the future guiding principles can take into account the sheer diversity of local 
governments around the world as well as their unique responses to particular local, regional, and na-
tional concerns. How do we ensure that important lessons are not being overlooked or marginalized? 
This workshop is an opportunity for experts to share successes, mistakes, and innovations that might 
otherwise go untold. 

6. The Workshop is expected to address the following question; what are your suggestions for (draft) 
Guiding Principles for Local Government and Human Rights to be developed by the HRC Advisory 
Committee in the future from your own experiences and reflection of two reference documents; Global 
Charter-Agenda for Human Rights in the City (2011, UCLG) and  Gwangju Guiding Principles on Human 
Rights City (Adopted on 17 May 2014) 

7. Approximately 20 international human rights experts including a member of the HRCAC, and some 
members of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) Committee on Social Inclusion, Participatory 
Democracy and Human Rights will be invited to attend the Workshop.  In addition, several human rights 
experts from Korea will also be participating in the workshop. 

8. The main working language will be English and informal consecutive translation for Korean can be 
arranged if necessary. 

Expert Workshop on Local 
Government and Human Rights
Concept Note

Asia Culture Center, May 18 Memorial Hall
Built on the grounds of the former Provincial Office, it was 

constructed in honor of the May 18th Democratic Uprising 

and is a symbol of democracy, human rights, and peace. 

38 Munhwajeondang-ro, Dong-gu, Gwangju

Tel.: 1899-5566

Website: https://www.acc.go.kr/

사진출처:아시아문화전당

Asia Culture Center, May 18 Memorial HallCulture Tour Ⅱ

 1)  
 78. There is also a need to 
develop guiding principles for 
local government and human 
rights, taking into account various 
standards related to the role 
of local government and city in 
implementing internationally 
recognized humanrights. 
Such guiding principles, once 
adopted, will be a useful 
instrument to clarify the role of 
various actors and institutions, 
and to  develop concrete 
strategies in implementing 
the recommendation s of 
the present report and other 
recommendations from special 
procedures of the Human Rights 
Council, its UPR mechanism 
and UN treaty bodies.the 
present report and other 
recommendations from special 
procedures of the Human Rights 
Council, its UPR mechanism and 
UN treaty bodies.

16:30-17:00 Kimdaejung Convention Center Meeting Time

17:00-17:30 BUS (Kimdaejung Convention Center → Asia Culture Center)

17:30-18:30

Asia Culture Center, May 18 Memorial Hall

 

<Order of Visiting Sites>

　1. Memorial Hall 1 (The former Main Building)

  2. Memorial Hall 2 (The former Jeonnam Provincial Police Agency Public Service Center)

  3. Memorial Hall 3 (The former Jeollanamdo Province Office Conference Room)

  4. Memorial Hall 4 (The former Jeollanamdo Province Office Main Building)

  5. Memorial Hall 5 (Sangmugwan, Gymnasium)

 

<Information>

In case of Free Tour, Digital Guidance Program is available to use on all personal cellphones 

(Requires personal cellphones, ear-plugs / provided Languages: Korean, English, Japanese, Chinese) 

18:30-19:00 BUS (May 18 Memorial Hall → Networking Party)
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시간 회의명 장소 자세히

09:00~12:00 T4 Thematic Session-City and Child·Youth Education 209+210 58쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation

Discussion

Q&A

Korean, English

School, Space Composition and Democracy, 

Gwangju Metropolitan Office of Education, Center for Public Interest and Human 

Rights Law of Chonnam National University

HONG Kwanpyo [한국] Associate Professor, Chonnam National University

AN Aekyung [Korea] Art director, SONOANN

Radek HALA [Czech] Senior Architect, Slamak. Info

SHIM Jaekwang [Korea] Principal, SamWoo Elementary School

SONG Sunjae [Korea] Chairperson, Teacher's College for Life

JEONG Seok [Korea] Teacher, Gwangju Kukrak Elementary School

CHOI Hyunjin [Korea] Board Member, Gwangju Buk Elementary School Extention 

and Rebuilding Board 

KIM Junyoung [Korea] Senior supervisor, Gwangju metropolitan office of education

General discussion and Q&A

09:00~12:00 Thematic Session-Village Democracy 214 62쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation

Discussion

Q&A

Korean, English

Management of Village and Grassroots-based Citizen Participation Platforms

Village Durae, Gwangju Village Community Network, Gwangju Human Rights Village 

Council

PARK Pilsoon [Korea] Secretary General, Gwangju Village Community Network

Arana Catania Miguel [Spain] Citizen Participation Director, Madrid City Council

LEE Jinsun [Korea] Founder, WAGL 

KIM Jaechul [Korea] Research Fellow, Gwangju Jeonnam Reserch Institute

KANG Wiwon [Korea] Standing director, Togetergwangsan sharing culture 

foundation

LEE Mincheol [Korea] Director, Local Public Policy Platform GwangjuRo

YOON Nanshil [Korea] Center Director, Gwangsan Community Support Center

General discussion and Q&A

9. 16Program at 
glance

09:00~12:00 E2 Human Rights Paper Presentation 211

Official Langjuage

Opening

Presentation

English

Robert GROTJOHN [USA] Professor, Chonnam National University

① 「Understanding of multiculturalism and GIC」 

Shahed KAYES [Bangladesh] Global NGO Master Student, Chonnam National University② 

「Sub-National Human Rights Institutions and their Role」

Andrew WOLMAN [USA] Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

③ 「The ineffective treatment and attention for and to marriage migrants in South Korea」

Nguyen Huong [Vietnam] Inter, Gwangju International Intern

④ 「Understanding of multiculturalism and GIC」

Kim-Su Rasmussen [Denmark] Associate Professor, Chonnam National University

⑤ 「Factors Impacting South Korean Education Policy」

Joel KERALIS [USA] Intern, US House of Representatives Small Business Committee

⑥ 「A comparative analysis of Korean and American prospective teachers' perceptions of 

homosexuality」

SHIN Kyunghee [Korea] Assistant Professor, Nambu University

12:00~13:00 Farewell Luncheon 302+303

※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Interpretation

Host

Korean, English

KIM Soo-a [Korea] Directorm Huamn Rights Office of Gwangju Metropilitan City

13:00~16:00 Thematic Session: City and Environment 209+210 64쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation

Discussion

Q&A

Korea, Englsih

Is Urban Energy Seeking Peace?

Korea Federation for Environmental Movements, Gwangju

CHOI Hyundo [Korea] Assistant Professor, Chosun University

LEE Sanghoon [Korea] Director, Green Energy Strategy Institute

Andress WEIG [German] General Secretary, German Cooperative and Raiffeisen Confederation

SONG Huijong [Korea] Deputy Director, Gwangju Metropolitan City

HAN Kyongrok [Korea] Research Fellow, Gwangju Jeonnam Research Institute

HAN Jaekak [Korea] Deputy Director, Energy & Climate Policy Institue

BAE Jeonghwan [Korea] Associate Professor, Chonnam National University

General discussion and Q&A

13:00 ~ 16:00 Thematic Session: State Violence and Human Rights 214 68쪽

Interpretation

Theme

Organizer

Opening

Presentation

Discussion

Q&A

Korea, English

New Challenges and Solutions of Korean Democracy

The May 18th Institute

SONG Hanyong [Korea] Director, The May 18th Institute

Medoruma Shun [Japan] WirterGONG Jinsung [Korea] Associate Professor, Chosun University

Chang Jung-A [korea] Professor, Incheon National University

LEE Yungjin [Korea] HK Research Professor, Institute of Honam Studies CNU

OH Seungyong [Korea] Professor, Chonnam National University

SHIM Juhyung [Korea] Professor, Sogang Institute for East Asian Studies

General discussion and Q&A
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13:00~16:00 Thematic Session: Disability and Human Rights 214+213 72쪽

Interpretation
Theme
Organizer
Opening
Presentation

Discussion

Q&A

Korea, Englsih
Is Urban Energy Seeking Peace?
Korea Federation for Environmental Movements, Gwangju
CHOI Hyundo [Korea] Assistant Professor, Chosun University
LEE Sanghoon [Korea] Director, Green Energy Strategy InstituteAndress WEIG [German] 
General Secretary, German Cooperative and Raiffeisen Confederation
SONG Huijong [Korea] Deputy Director, Gwangju Metropolitan City
HAN Kyongrok [Korea] Research Fellow, Gwangju Jeonnam Research Institute
HAN Jaekak [Korea] Deputy Director, Energy & Climate Policy Institue
BAE Jeonghwan [Korea] Associate Professor, Chonnam National University
General discussion and Q&A

13:00~16:00 Thematic Session: State Violence and Human Rights 201+202 77쪽

Interpretation
Theme
Organizer

Opening
Moderator
Presentation

Q&A

Korea, Englsih
Are We Living in Peace with Migrants and Refugees?
Gwangju Migrant Worker's Center, Gwangju Bukgu Multicultural Family Support Center, 
ife and Resonance: A Center for the Christian Ministry and Education in HTUS(Honam 
Theological Univeristy & Seminary), Emergency Support Center for Migrant Women, Centre for 
Multicultural Peace Pedagogy, Gwangju Migrant Health and Human Rights Center
LEE Chulwoo [Korea] Chief, Gwangju Migrant Worker's Center
PARK Heungsoon [Korea] Center Director, Centre for Multicultural Peace Pedagogy
ABULLAEVA Shahlo [Uzbekistan] Uzbeck Conseular, Danuri Call1577-1366 Gwangju Center
Bernard MACRET [France] Deputy mayorGrenoble
Ronel Chakma NANI  [Bangladesh] Community Coordinator, Jumma Peoples’ Network-Korea
LEE So-ah [Korea] Companion Lawyers for Public Interest(Companion-lfpi), attorney at law
OH Hyunsun [Korea] Associate Professor, Honam Theological University and Seminary
JEON Jin-sook [Korea] Assembly Member, Gwangju Metropolitan Council
General discussion and Q&A

16:0~19:00 Thematic Session: Migrants·Refugees and Human Rights 3층 컨퍼런스 홀

Interpretation
Theme
Organizer

Opening
Moderator
Presentation

Q&A

Korea, Englsih
Are We Living in Peace with Migrants and Refugees?
Gwangju Migrant Worker's Center, Gwangju Bukgu Multicultural Family Support Center, 
ife and Resonance: A Center for the Christian Ministry and Education in HTUS(Honam 
Theological Univeristy & Seminary), Emergency Support Center for Migrant Women, Centre for 
Multicultural Peace Pedagogy, Gwangju Migrant Health and Human Rights Center
LEE Chulwoo [Korea] Chief, Gwangju Migrant Worker's Center
PARK Heungsoon [Korea] Center Director, Centre for Multicultural Peace Pedagogy
ABULLAEVA Shahlo [Uzbekistan] Uzbeck Conseular, Danuri Call1577-1366 Gwangju Center
Bernard MACRET [France] Deputy mayor international solidarity, City of Grenoble
Ronel Chakma NANI  [Bangladesh] Community Coordinator, Jumma Peoples’ Network-Korea
LEE So-ah [Korea] Companion Lawyers for Public Interest(Companion-lfpi), attorney at law
OH Hyunsun [Korea] Associate Professor, Honam Theological University and Seminary
JEON Jin-sook [Korea] Chairman of Environment and Welfare Committee, Gwangju 
Metropolitan Council
General discussion and Q&A

16:0~19:00 Closing Ceremony 3층 컨퍼런스 홀

Interpretation
Opening

Korean, English, Sign Language, Real-time text service(Korean) 
SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] Executive Director, Gwangju International Center

Adoption of the Statement of World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017

Closing Remark
Closing

PARK Byungho [Korea] Deputy Mayor for Administrative Affairs, Gwangju Metropolitan City
SHIN Gyonggu [Korea] Executive Director, Gwangju International Center

School, Space Composition and Democracy

There is a saying that goes “space is where life style is created,” which implies the arrangement 

of spaces leads to changes in the human trafficking flows (or routes) and scope of action. In 

other words, space can define people’s deed. In this aspect, let’s look at how schools in Kore-

an society are. Schools in our society are typical and uniform, with a school gate, a playground, 

classrooms, hallways and an auditorium. Spatial arrangement is also uniform. Although some 

changes seem to be made recently, the vast majority of schools look quite similar as waffles are 

made from the same waffle iron. The closest form of the schools’ structures can be ironically 

found in the prison or military, because our current schools are still functionalistic, authoritarian 

structures designed for discipline, management and control adopted during the Japanese colo-

nial rule. Therefore, the arrangement of school spaces, reflected with philosophy of education or 

new educational perspectives, has not been properly considered. The composition of spaces can 

alter the relationship between students and teachers, and determine who the subjects of learn-

ing are. Even though the arrangement of school facilities, classroom forms, arrangement of desks 

and chairs, environment in the hallways and lighting can play a significant role in developing 

students’ consciousness, we are missing it. 

Schools are not places only for learning. To students, schools are places where they spend most 

of their time in life. Therefore, it is necessary to seriously think about the composition and ar-

rangement of space that defines our life forms, because spatial composition is often associated 

with experiences and confirmation of democracy and human rights. Numerous cases found in 

other countries show how much people have worried and ruminated on this issue, whereas 

people in Korea started voicing opinions through self-reflection to recompose school spaces. 

Although rare, some schools in Korea try to make some examples. Throughout the thematic ses-

sion, “City and Child·Youth Education” of the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017, this issue 

can be discussed. As John Dewey said, “Environment educates children,” this session will serve 

as a venue to discover the meaning and importance of school’s space composition.

Thematic Session 
“City and Child·Youth 

Education”Concept Note
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The past and future overlap in Northern European schools. Northern Europeans have lived their 

life in the wild and harsh nature. Schools, families, and communities communicate with each 

other to educate children to adapt to nature and learn caring and humble attitudes from a very 

early age. It was very intriguing for me to look into the educational environment behind the dem-

ocratic and peaceful minds of people in Northern Europe.

Public schools in Northern Europe are innovative spaces where all students have the joy of 

learning with equal opportunity. School design reflects the attitudes of schools and communities 

sharing responsibility for education as well as the philosophy and experiences of architects. The 

architectural design of Northern Europe, represented by simplicity in form and function, epito-

mizes the equality of humanity. It also suggests a vision for the next generation from an ecolog-

ical perspective. Culture is expressed in design. The spirit of democracy manifests itself in the 

design which embodies the harmony of architectural functionality and aesthetic value.

Children learn by making mistakes and playing with others. Schools try to make spaces that are 

flexible and ecological as well as interesting and adventurous for kids.  

 

It seems that autonomy in the teacher-student relationships is crucial in the educational envi-

ronment of North European schools, which highly value creativity and sensibility. They believe 

that the warmth and generosity of teachers towards students’ mistakes contribute to creating 

a social atmosphere where mistakes are tolerated and dealt with in a flexible manner. Northern 

Europeans think that schools are places where children learn and experience a small society. 

Accordingly, students practice and exercise what they have learned from home and society at 

school.

This paper aims to examine how humans coexist with nature and how a democratic mind is cul-

tivated in the educational environment of Northern European society, where spiritual values take 

precedence over materialistic ones.

The Spirit of Democracy in the Education 
System of Northern Europe

C i t y  a n d 

Child·Youth 

E d u c a t i o n

T4-01AN Aekyung [Korea] Art director, SONOANN

Freedom is the ultimate aspiration of any being. It gives us space to express our potential, joy of life, our 

willingness to share and help others. Free speech and ability to critically review its concepts is fundamen-

tal for harmonious development of any functional society.

Current events in Europe point out to our weak spots – exchanging freedom for state-granted protection, 

giving up our critical free-thinking for various thinking-free ideologies. It also appears that even human 

rights activism can be misused to divide the society and that excessive correctness and sensibility can 

easily blind precise naming and therefore the very substance of the problem.

Built environment always reflects values and ambitions of societies. Architecture has often been used as 

a tool to manipulate human societies. Modernism as today´s prevailing ideology neglects many funda-

mental aspects of life. We have knowledge now of how traditional fractal based architecture and natural 

materials directly affect our cognitive system and well-being. Works of Christopher Alexander, Nikos Sa-

lingaros, Leon Krier, Jan Gehl and others give us insight into how to improve quality and create coherent 

and harmonious environment that allows us to feel free and make the world a better place to live in.

Freedom and architecture 
- building with respect to the 

C i t y  a n d 

Child·Youth 

E d u c a t i o n

T4-02 Radek HALA [Czech] Senior Architect, Slamak. Info
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Suppliers Should Meet the Needs of Customers

In 2000, two small elementary schools – Gosanseo Elementary School and Samgi Elementary School - were to be 

merged into the larger town-based Gosan Elementary School, under a plan by the Jeollabuk-do Office of Education. 

In response, the local education community staged a three-year-long campaign to boycott the project. In 2003, 

these two small schools were integrated into the present day Samwoo Elementary School. This was the first inte-

gration of two small schools by themselves in Korea. In 2004, three teachers came to Samwoo Elementary School, 

and started a project named ‘Hope for a small rural school’. But the educational conditions were very bad. The half-

sized science lab and computer room were the only special activity spaces in the thirty-year-old school building. The 

outdoor toilet was so small that your nose would touch its wall when you stood up there. So they organized a com-

mittee for the development of Samwoo Elementary School. The mission was to renovate the school building. A lot of 

effort was made to secure funding for the renovation project. 

In the initial stage of the project, we gave serious consideration to the question of ‘what should a new style rural 

school look like?’ The basic goals were to protect the students’ mental and physical health, facilitate educational 

activities, and make it serve as a cultural center for the community. Thus, we reached the following principles: First, 

the layout should be in a curved shape. Second, classrooms should be on the first floor, with each classroom having 

an entrance to the courtyard. Third, a multi-purpose space should be located at the center of the building. Fourth, 

there should be a cultural space for students to nurture their mind and cultivate character, fitted with an ‘ondol’ 

underfloor heating system. Fifth, there must be a gym for students to perform various activities. Sixth, it should offer 

a theater-style audiovisual room to serve as a cultural space for the community. Also, there should be a separate 

special room. With these ideas shared by the education community, we had a series of consultations with design-

ers. Most of our ideas were reflected into the design of the school. This means that, rather than the old customary 

practices, a common sense approach, reflecting the opinions of community members into the school layout, worked 

successfully. This highlighted the obvious conclusion that suppliers should meet the customers’ needs. 

In the course of the construction work there were close communications, with many questions and requests to the 

builder and supervisors. We also communicated with local experts and the school operation committee if any key 

issue arose. We carefully chose the color and quality of bricks, paint colors and floor materials. We also asked the 

builder to change the design or rework any problems such as a lack of lighting or problems with human traffic flow. 

Through our consultations with the builder, our needs were reflected in the refurbishing process. Although we knew 

little about construction, we passionately made efforts to overcome the difficulties. As a result of these efforts, the 

reconstruction of the rural school was finished. But we faced another problem: the huge cost of moving. There was 

only one solution. All of the members of the Samwoo Elementary School community - students, parents and teachers 

- joined together in moving everything into the new school. Finally, we successfully completed our mission of making 

a school building incorporating the customer’s needs for the first time in Korea. 

A Case of School Space Redesign in 
Korea

C i t y  a n d 

Child·Youth 

E d u c a t i o n

T4-03SHIM Jaekwang [Korea] Principal, SamWoo Elementary School

Management of Village and 

Grassroots-based Citizen Participation Platforms
“From Square-based Democracy to Grassroots-based Village Democracy!”
In South Korea, “Citizens’ Candlelit Democracy” has been implemented from last year to this year. It means the era of 

“Citizen-led Democracy” is finally set in motion.
In order to develop such a citizen-led democracy, citizen politics platforms, through which citizens suggest policies, dis-
cuss, debate and make decisions, and a city (administration) provide support, are desperately needed.
In order to lead square-based democracy and citizen politics emerging through candlelit democracy to practical social 
changes and democratic cities, expansion of grassroots, livelihood and village-based democracy is essential.

 “Citizen Participation Platforms, the Beginning of Grassroots Democracy!”
A system where village residents (citizens) can freely and actively implement the citizen participation close to direct de-
mocracy by suggesting policies required in their daily life, discussing and making decisions is really needed.
Therefore, citizen participation platforms to actively support citizen policies of grassroots citizen (civic organizations) and 
village residents (meetings), including legislation (ordinance) and policies, and projects, are also needed.
The “Gwangju Citizens’ General Meeting,” which took place as part of the “Geunnam-ro Citizen Politics Festival held in 
May in commemoration of Gwangju Citizens’ Day, established a bedrock of citizen participation platforms through local 
residents’ suggestion of policies, discussion and decision-making processes such as “village minhoe (local assembly)” 
and “grassroots minhoe (local assembly).” When implemented along with online citizen participation platforms, constant 
policy suggestion and communication can be facilitated.

Seeking Ways to Establish Gwangju-Style Citizen Participation Platforms through Other Countries’ Cases
Under such circumstances, online citizen participation platforms are brought to attention all over the world. We are at-
tempting to invite Director Miguel who designed and operated “Decide Madrid,” the online citizen participation platform 
directly managed by Madrid City Hall in Spain, and to have a chance to hear his presentation on the management case 
of the platform. As a citizen policy platform “Decide Madrid” features functions for discussion, suggestion, information 
on participatory budgets and voting, which enables any citizens aged 16 and over to suggest policies and legislation 
through a simple subscription process.
By inviting Lee Jin-soon, CEO of Wagl, the political venture studying and implementing unheard-of and unseen politics, 
citizen participation online platform models in Korean cities will be introduced, which is thought to propose a feasible 
platform model in Gwangju. 
Moreover, four discussants will discuss the necessity and implementation methods of civic-government gover-
nance-style platforms, and establishment methods of Gwangju’s citizen participation online·offline platforms. It is es-
timated to be a great opportunity to seek a new online platform overcoming a limitation of online communication venues 
currently managed by Gwangju City.
In addition, not only the cases of the “Gwangju Citizens’ General Meeting” but also the cases of “Village Platforms,” 
village-based public opinion discussion/gathering venue being primarily implemented in Gwangsan-gu are expected to 
provide ways to establish offline citizen participation platforms and citizen participation living culture platforms.
To facilitate the active, administrative participation of Gwangju citizens, particularly village residents, based on the ex-
periences of the Gwangju Citizens’ General Meeting, ways to establish Gwangju-style citizen participation offline/online 
platforms will be sought. 

Thematic Session“Village 
Democracy”Concept Note
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In recent years a wave of change sweep the globe, with citizens demanding a deep political 

change in their governments to establish direct democracies. Faced with this new challenge 

arises in Madrid a new digital platform which rapidly spreads internationally designed for this 

challenge. Cities such as Buenos Aires or Paris cross borders and share with Madrid a new plat-

form and a new way of doing politics. We will present this new democratic experience and the 

profound impact it is producing.

The management cases of citizen
participation online platform in Madrid, Spain

V i l l a g e 

D e m o c r a c y 

A b s t r a c t

T5-01Arana Catania Miguel [Spain] Citizen Participation Director, 
Madrid City Council

Digital technology-based online civic engagement platforms are recognized as a valid form of online 

space for public debate to realize bottom-up democracy. This presentation analyzes what an online civic 

engagement platform is, how it can be categorized by its communication model or objective and what 

principles are needed to design and implement successful platforms.

An online civic engagement platform refers to an arena of public debate in cyberspace where citizens freely 

make their arguments or perspectives, communicate with fellow citizens, open the debate on socio-po-

litical issues, and organize groups for action, so that they make their society better. These platforms are 

categorized by their communication models as follows: G2G Model facilitates information sharing and 

collaboration between government bodies; G2C Model allows government bodies to disclose informa-

tion to the public; C2G Model is to transfer public voices and messages to government bodies; and C2C 

Model facilitates communication, collaboration, and solidarity among citizens. In practice, most platforms 

do not follow a particular model but they combine multiple models. However, online platforms generally 

employed by Korean government bodies are insufficient to properly realize C2C functions. Instead, their 

design is more likely to support government policy public relations activities and to mobilize public opinion 

against a particular issue. 

When online platforms are misused for policy PR activities or public opinion manipulation, efforts to 

achieve active civic engagement will lose power. A successful platform does not require provider-oriented 

approaches, but instead takes a user-oriented approach in every aspect of its planning and design. A good 

platform also allows users to access information freely and helps them to obtain a sense of effectiveness 

intuitively. Moreover, all processes should be disclosed transparently. According to the report “Digital De-

mocracy: The tools transforming political engagement” published by the Government Innovation Bureau 

of NESTA, a British non-profit organization, the success of an online platform depends on several key re-

quirements including to “demonstrate to citizens how their contributions have been considered,” “disclose 

who the platform users are and how the outcomes are utilized in a transparent manner,” and “combine 

extensive traditional outreach with new digital platforms.” In other words, online platforms should be 

planned and designed not to serve the supplier’s PR activities or manipulation, but to serve for the citizen 

users’ interests. For this reason, we need to clarify (1) the goals that the platform intends to accomplish; 

(2) the people who are going to use the platform; and (3) the information that the platform provides (and 

the way in which it is provided). The idea of an online platform is not to sell “something made for the lis-

teners” but to sell “something made by the listeners.” The key factors for successful online platform plan-

ning are transparency, collective agreement, and a UI/UX design that allows users to comprehend goals 

and outcomes intuitively. 

Online Civic Engagement Platforms 
and Bottom-up Democracy

V i l l a g e 

D e m o c r a c y 

A b s t r a c t

T5-02 LEE Jin-sun [Korea] Founder, WAGL 
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Thematic Session“City and 
Environment”Concept Note

Challenges of Urban Regeneration Energy and Energy Democracy

Attempts and efforts to build a city for all such as a “sustainable city” and an “ecological city” became 

more concrete, with topics including urban planning, construction, transportation and energy system, and 

discussions are actively and globally held.

Urban energy systems, linked with climate change and safety of nuclear power generation, are required 

to change from centralized, large-scale methods (nuclear power generation, coal thermal power genera-

tion) to renewable energy-based regional dispersion methods, which are also being implemented.

In order to change into a more environment-friendly energy system within the current energy system, 

where many social conflicts and social expenses occur, we will try to find the challenges to be solved in 

the city (Gwangju and other areas), seek possible alternatives and produce specific institutionalization 

methods.

Through fundamental questions and specific examples as to whether or not our city’s energy system is 

aimed at a peaceful, sustainable city, the phased, feasible alternatives will be verified. In particular, this 

session will serve as a venue to seek measures to actively actualize at the level of local regions for citi-

zens suggesting and participating in the establishment process of urban energy systems.

Transitioning to 100% renewable energy is an initiative that has been widely accepted by the 

international community since the Paris Agreement. In the past, only a few experts and civil or-

ganizations have argued for the use of renewable energy in response to climate change and the 

energy crisis. However, with a growing awareness of renewable energy and the development of 

renewable energy technologies, the long-term vision for 100% renewable energy has emerged 

in countries like Denmark and Germany. In the 21st Conference of the Parties of the UNFCCC in 

Paris, the consensus was built that the transition to renewable energy is the right way to go, and 

so the remaining questions are about how fast the goal can be achieved and with what policy. 

The proposition regarding 100% renewable energy is simple and clear. There are enough re-

newable energy potentials to meet the energy demands of humanity and it is economically and 

technologically possible to meet all energy demands with renewable energy resources using 

current technologies. Besides mitigating the climate impact through reducing greenhouse gas 

emissions, renewable energy can help prevent price fluctuations and conflicts caused by regional 

concentrations of energy resources, and can improve air quality and alleviate energy poverty.

In Korea, vigorous discussions on the transition to 100% renewable energy, mainly by civil so-

ciety, are taking place with the introduction by the new administration of an energy policy to re-

duce the use of nuclear and thermal energy and to increase the generation of renewable energy. 

Korea also has sufficient renewable energy potential to switch the existing economic structure to 

a renewable energy-centered system. A series of reports were released with scenarios showing 

how energy security can be achieved by 100% renewable energy, without using nuclear or fossil 

fuels, if we reduce the energy demand by improving energy efficiency. 

However, the theory that transitioning to 100% renewable energy is economically and techno-

logically feasible does not mean that it is easy to do. Transforming the structure and practices 

in an economy based on fossil fuels and nuclear energy inevitably entails frictions and conflicts 

of different interests in many areas of society. So it requires delicate political negotiations and 

mediations. The quest for the transition to 100% renewable energy use is a political process to-

wards the goal decided by society. This paper will review the case scenarios on the transition to 

100% renewable energy in Korea and examine the tasks at hand to achieve that vision.

Transition to 100% Renewable Energy: 
Proposition and Tasks Ahead

C i t y  a n d 

Environment 

A b s t r a c t

T6-01 LEE Sanghoon [Korea] Director, Green Energy Strategy Institute
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The German Energiewende (Energy Transition) is well-known as one of the most successful energy transi-

tion policies in the world. The German government set ambitious targets of 80% of electricity supply from 

renewable sources by 2050, and 60% of overall energy supply from renewable energy by 2050. Currently, 

approximately 35% of electricity production comes from solar, wind or biomass energy sources. In peak times, 

this share increases up to 85% as of 2017. All across Germany, wind turbines have been erected, solar pan-

els have been installed on roofs and biomass generation facilities have been built in the last years. The main 

driver of this development is the national energy law which entails a Feed-in Tariff system and grid priority for 

renewables. Many craftsmen, small and medium size service companies, and regional banks benefit from this 

development.

Despite of the successful results up to now, there are many challenges ahead to overcome. Most of the ques-

tions are about technological issues such as how to deal with the fluctuation of electricity production, the right 

capacity of grid or energy storage. They don’t develop at the same time. Another challenge is the financing of 

the energy transition cost and the increase of energy cost. In Germany, private households and small compa-

nies cover the cost of the expansion of renewable energy. In other words, energy consumers are paying the 

bill. In addition, the roll-out of renewable energy takes place in rural areas. Although the majority of German 

citizens is in favour of the Energiewende, most of them would say ‘please, not in my backyard’, if asked di-

rectly. However, local citizens’ opposition to renewable energy is likely to decrease if the residents own the 

plants and share in the economic benefits of the development. 

Renewable energy cooperatives can contribute to solve the aforementioned problem of social acceptance. The 

reason is that energy cooperatives could bring citizens, local businesses or farmers together to pull resources 

for constructing and owning renewable energy facilities with positive effects on local income, jobs or tax pay-

ments to the community. Cooperatives have a long history of playing an important role supporting local econ-

omies in Germany and the cooperative model has been successfully utilized for renewable energy production. 

The formation of new renewable energy cooperatives has been growing at an impressive rate. In the last 10 

years, more than 800 energy cooperatives with more than 180.000 members have been formed. 

My presentation will describe how the renewable energy cooperatives have helped German citizens realize 

the economic benefits of renewable energy, how cooperatives have fostered public acceptance and, conse-

quently, how renewable energy cooperatives advanced citizen and community involvement in the German 

energy transition.

The Role of Energy Cooperatives 
in the German Energy Transition

C i t y  a n d 

Environment 

A b s t r a c t

T6-02Andress WEIG [German] General Secretary, German Cooperative and 
Raiffeisen Confederation

New Challenges and Solutions of Korean Democracy

Finding New Democracy as a Way to Implement Urban Human Rights 
after the Nationwide Candlelight Vigils

In 2017, marking the 30th anniversary of the June Democratic Uprising of 1987, it was a year of new chal-

lenges, discovering the advance of Korean democracy through the advent of a new government, which was 

prompted by months of the nationwide candlelight vigils that started at the end of 2016. The citizens’ calls 

for fundamental, great shift in our society, addressed in the public square, imply that democratization pro-

cesses have entered into a new phase after the June Struggle of 1987. The accomplishments and limits of 

Korean democracy should be evaluated, and democracy, aimed at maintaining a peaceful living and human 

rights values in cities, should be implemented.

 

The candlelight vigil holds globally crucial significance because it has brought about a transition to peaceful 

power as a form of non-violence. This candlelight vigil, in defiance of state violence, proves the feasibility 

of not only democracy but also non-violent, peaceful democracy in Korea. Therefore, it is safe to say that 

the theme of the World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017 - “Do We Live in Peace?” - suggests democracy is 

a foundation to form a peaceful life as a practical strategy to build a human rights city. during the thematic 

session to be held under the theme of “New Challenges and Solutions of Korean Democracy” with the at-

tendance of Korean and international researchers, along with the research on the May 18 Democratization 

Movement, the May 18 Research Institute of Chonnam National University (CNU), which continuously con-

ducts research on democracy and human rights, will consider new challenges of the candlelight vigils and 

directions of Korean democracy, by evaluating accomplishments of Korean democracy, and the meaning and 

value of previous candlelight vigils. Through this thematic session, democracy, cementing its position as a 

basis of human rights and implementation programs will be consolidated, attempting to disseminate it in 

our daily lives.

Thematic Session “State Violence and 
Human Rights”Concept Note

 69 68 2017 세계인권도시포럼

PROGRAM BOOK



※ Original Copy of Presentation scripts are available on the Official website of WHRCF 2017 (www.whrcf.org).※ Original Copy of Presentation scripts are available on the Official website of WHRCF 2017 (www.whrcf.org).

A new marine corps base is going to be constructed at Henoko Bay, Nago City, Okinawa Prefecture, Japan. The opposition of the resi-

dents in Okinawa, led by the governor of the prefecture and the mayor of Nago City, has lasted for over 20 years. Most of the residents 

in Okinawa oppose the planned construction for the following reasons.

 First, Okinawa already hosts a concentration of U.S. military bases, which is excessively burdensome. The residents can-

not bear any more. Okinawa constitutes 0.6% of Japan’s land surface, and yet 71% of U.S. Forces Japan (USFJ) are located there. The 

crimes and accidents caused by U.S. troops continue to happen, threatening the daily lives of residents. Okinawa, which has become 

known as “Military Base Island”, is like a military colony. Most of the residents in Okinawa Prefecture regard this as discrimination by 

the central government against them.

 Second, the new base was said to be a substitute for the return of Hutenma Base. However, the planned base replacing 

the old base is in fact designed to be the most advanced base with useable for 200 years. Furthermore, the new base would make 

Okinawa remain the hub of USFJ forever. Even 72 years after the end of the World War II, foreign military forces concentrate on one 

island and use the land at will. This is in itself abnormal and a kind of human rights infringement.

 Third, the planned base will have two runways, and port facilities with berths for 270m-long amphibious assault ships 

and even ammunition load facilities which Hutenma base doesn’t have. This is not a simple relocation work, but the construction of a 

new base. It will be a frontline base to confront China, which is expanding its military influence in East Asia. Okinawa is at the forefront 

of the military confrontation between Japan, the U.S. and China. If a military clash occurs, a war may break out.

 Fourth, residents of Okinawa learned the lesson from the experiences of their battle that armed forces do not protect 

citizens. Military corps cannot build peace. It is the areas where the military bases are located which will become the first targets of 

attack. Innocent citizens should not be victims nor assailants. This is what Okinawans wish. 

For these reasons, residents have opposed the construction of a new base at Henoko Bay and staged non-violent protests and 

demonstrations. In the elections for governor or mayor, and national elections, the candidates who opposed the construction of the 

military base won. This clearly shows what the residents want. However, the Japanese government used the police, riot police, and 

coast guard to violently oppress protesters, and pushed for the construction work. Democracy and the autonomy of local government 

are suppressed. The central government has continued to discriminate against Okinawans and infringe on the human rights of the 

residents.

 In front of the gate of Camp Schwab, citizens held a sit-in to stop the construction. The police and riot police removed 

them and trucks passed through, loaded with stones to be released into the sea. Many were injured from the violent acts by riot po-

lice dispersing the protesters. Many were arrested on misdemeanor charges like the violation of road transport law, and abuse was 

frequent at the detention center.

 Currently, temporary road construction and shore protection work are underway off the coast for reclamation of the land. 

The construction has been delayed for a long time, but stones are still being deposited at the coast and sea. Destruction is going on. If 

more people gather in front of the gate and stage a sit-in, the construction will stop. We need to stop the construction before it’s too 

late and make the Japanese and U.S. governments give up on their plan of constructing a new military base.

헤노코 신기지 건설을 강행하는 일본 정부의 
오키나와 차별과 현민의 저항

State Violence 

a n d  H u m a n 

R i g h t s

T7-01Medoruma Shun [Japan] Wirter

“The Republic of Korea shall be a democratic republic.” This is Article 1 of the Constitution of the Republic of Korea. 

Also, this is a line of the song that has been sung frequently in the candlelight vigils in public squares in Korea over the 

past ten years. The composer of this song also wrote famous songs that were popular in the 1980s and 1990s. Just 20 

years earlier, protests in Korea featured rampant use of Molotov cocktails and iron pipes, and aggressive songs were 

sung. Now, non-violent candlelight vigils and the song of Article 1 of Constitution have become predominant in protest 

sites as Korean society has turned more peaceful. What brought about this change? What does it imply?

   Candlelight demonstrations became a major form of protest in Korean society after the Yangju highway incident 

occurred in 2002. But, it can be traced back to as early as the 1970s. Back then, candle lights were staged as part of 

mourning rites by the Catholic Church, and later in the 1980s, Protestant churches also displayed candle lights, before 

college students demonstrated candles in the 1990s. The candlelight protests were also performed in combination 

with mourning ceremonies in Europe and the U.S. In 1969, there was the mourning rite of the university student who 

burned himself to death in Praha, Czech Republic, and the candle vigils in Washington D.C. in opposition to the Viet-

nam War. In the 1990s, even Chinese and Iraqis staged candle vigils in their countries. In 2004, it was Korea where 

the candlelight demonstrations were picked up by protesters irrespective of mourning rites. The candlelight vigils have 

become the mainstream method of protests in Korea since the 2004 candle vigil protest against the impeachment of 

former president Roh, Moo-hyun, the protest in opposition to the U.S. beef imports in 2008 and the demonstrations for 

the impeachment of former president Park, Geun-hye in 2016.

   What is behind the change of the Korean way of protesting into a more peaceful one? Is it because Koreans have be-

come more mature and Korean politics developed into a more advanced form of democracy? 

   Regarding this question, two aspects of social change are notable. First is the emergence of the post-heroic society, 

and second is the emergence of the risk society. As the social relations are increasingly centering around commerce 

and the literacy rate of women is rising, the fertility rate is decreasing and the aggressiveness of society is gradually 

lessened.

   With this change, the implication of death has shifted from the concept of ‘dedication’ or ‘devotion’ to ‘sacrifice’. 

Korean society has rapidly been turned into a post-heroic society since the 1990s as it had the lowest fertility rate in 

the world.

   Also, as a result of the success of modernization and industrialization, Korea became a high-risk society.

   The financial crisis that hit Korea in 1997 is a testimony to this. Risks are increasingly pervasive in the lives of people, 

who now begin to recognize these risks and try to avoid the risks at any cost. There are fewer and fewer people who 

pursue the interests of community at the cost of their own interests as they had in the past. There are more and more 

people who try to avoid the risks that exist in the social system of Korea. 

   Science is useful in assessing the risks, but it does not provide 100% correct information and solutions. People get 

disappointed at the limits of science in regard to the complicated issues in their lives. It is easy to indulge in knowl-

edge relativism and nihilism and become mesmerized by religion or conspiracy. Amid the social changes, non-violent 

candlelight vigils appeared with the song “The Republic of Korea shall be a democratic republic.” In this highly compli-

cated and risky modern world, democracy is a kind of system to manage risks produced in this social framework. The 

‘democratic republic’ desired by the citizens who wish to avoid risks would pursue common interests in so doing. It is 

no longer a society in which a few heroes took the risks to determine the destiny of a community.

The Republic of Korea shall be 
a democratic republic

State Violence 

a n d  H u m a n 

R i g h t s

T7-02 GONG Jinsung [Korea] 
Associate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Chosun University
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In Hong Kong, after the failure of the Umbrella Revolution in 2014, hardliners have emerged and 

support for violent protests is growing, especially among the youth. This is a significant change 

in the country that has long identified itself with peace and nonviolence, resenting the confusions 

brought by China. However, it is too hasty to say that Hong Kong’s spirit of resistance is waking 

up, because what is going on in Hong Kong is rather a phenomenon that resulted from a much 

more complicated and disturbing plight. This study aims to explore the realistic and ideological 

plight of Hong Kong by analyzing how the two values - human rights and nonviolence - that 

have long been valued by the country are currently recognized in its society.

It is generally known that Hong Kong is truly proud of its development into an “advanced” hu-

man rights society under colonial rule. Hong Kong’s human rights situation, however, has wors-

ened since its return to China. This study points out historical limitations of Hong Kong’s human 

rights notions that have been formed in the framework of “universality.” It also demonstrates 

that i) the colonial era never guaranteed full human rights, democracy, and freedom, and ii) the 

collective memory of the Hong Kong people has been significantly distorted. This serves as the 

background of current coexistence of violence against Chinese and human rights awareness of 

the Hong Kong people.

This study also argues that the increasing acceptance of violence in Hong Kong may be con-

sidered positive in that the obsession with “nonviolence” that lasted for a long time is broken, 

and such a broken obsession implies its cold attitude to mainland China and the Chinese. The 

biggest challenge facing Hong Kong is that there is no consensus on what Hong Kong is trying 

to obtain through violence and/or the true value of Hong Kong. In the institutional framework of 

“one country, two systems,” creating a new space out of imagination is a desperate but difficult, 

realistic but ideological, homework assigned to both China and Hong Kong.

Human Rights and Non-violence: 
The Predicament of Hong Kong

State Violence 

a n d  H u m a n 

R i g h t s

T7-03Chang Jung-A [korea] Chinese Language and Culture Professor, 
Incheon National University

Please make it easily readable for our voting!

Glancing at measures guaranteeing suffrage of the differently 
abled in Sweden

The voter turnout of South Korea’s 19th presidential election in 2017 was at 77.2 percent, which was the 

second highest over the last 20 years since the 15th presidential election in 1997 at 80.7 percent. The 

number of registered presidential candidates were 15, which is deemed the largest in history, with five can-

didates from parliamentary parties being in the media limelight. Therefore, many more presidential debates 

were televised than before, inundating people with information on presidential candidates and their cam-

paign pledges, ranging from online advertising to websites introducing campaign promises. But what about 

voters with disabilities? Did voters with disabilities receive information on presidential candidates and their 

campaign promises wholly and without discrimination?

During the “Disability and Human Rights” Session of World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017, measures 

guaranteeing the rights of voters with disabilities in South Korea’s 19th presidential election in May 9, 2017 

and the upcoming 2018 regional election will be discussed by primarily focusing on the right of access to 

information. Measures guaranteeing the right of access to information for the differently abled will be shared 

through Sweden’s MTM (MYNDGHETEN For TILLGANGLIGA MEDIER) activities, and the reality of guarantee-

ing the right of access to information for voters with disabilities will be addressed through experiences and 

discrimination cases of voters with disabilities during the 19th presidential election. Along with this, areas of 

improvement guaranteeing the right of access to information for voters with disabilities under the existing 

Public Official Election Act will be addressed, and measures guaranteeing the right of access to information 

for voters with disabilities, such as publication of an easily readable book of campaign pledges in the 2018 

regional election, will be discussed altogether. 

During the “Disability and Human Rights” Session of World Human Rights Cities Forum 2017, issues of vot-

ers with disabilities with limited access to information, which haven remained unspoken or unremembered, 

will be vividly addressed and discussed through the process of the 19th presidential election and experienc-

es of voters with disabilities. Particularly, from the legal and technical perspectives, specific measures guar-

anteeing the political rights of voters with disabilities, who will participate in the upcoming 2018 regional 

election, will be also discussed altogether. 

Thematic Session “Disability and 
Human Rights”Concept Note 
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My Choice/election is a project that uses study circles to make elections and politics accessible 

to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD)

We are guided in the Swedish context of popular adult education and the development of human 

rights including the right to vote for people with IDD. 

My choice/election is a method that not only teaches how to vote, but targets the politics - what 

we are voting about. The method allows the participants to be in charge, and encourages them 

to find out what different political parties stand for on issues that they find interesting, as well as 

to understand the common debate in media. 

An important part of the method is the easy to understand political discussion held locally close 

to election day. Participants writes and asks questions, and the politicians have to take a class in 

easy to understand language before entering the discussion. 

The evaluation shows the method works for people with IDD that wants and needs support to 

make the election and its political issues made accessible. It also gave nourishment to new in-

novative methods to improve democratic participation for people with IDD, for example an online 

education allowing local branches of political parties to produce easy to read manifestos of their 

local agenda.

My Choice/election also brought the question of accessibility to the election for people with IDD 

directly to members of government and parliament in a special campaign where top rank politi-

cians were challenged on how hard it is to understand political language.

Swedens recent inquiry on further development of Swedish democracy mentions My choice/

election as a positive action, and proposes further changes to promote accessibility for people 

with disabilities, with the possibility to vote from home through a mobile election unit as a new 

addition to 2018 election.

My Choice/election
Disability and 

Human Rights

T8-01
Kjell STJERNHOLM [Sweden] Program developer, Studieforbundet 
Vuxenskolan

The objective of the Public Official Election Act is to ensure fair elections and to avoid fraud or other ille-

gality. To achieve this goal, several prohibitions and restrictions are imposed by the law. In order to avoid 

controversial situations, nominated candidates and political parties strictly stick to proven ways to conduct 

their campaign. Sadly, current election laws do not provide enough measures to ensure disabled persons’ 

right of access to information. Consequently, neither candidate nor political party care about disabled 

voters’ rights. An amendment to the Public Official Election Act is necessary to address these structural 

limitations and to protect disabled people’s right to information. 

Although the Public Official Election Act requires candidates to produce braille pamphlets for visually 

challenged voters, the restrictions on page limits and audio streaming electronic tags seem irrational. Vi-

sion-impaired voters’ rights to information are being violated. Moreover, the majority of visually impaired 

persons, who cannot read braille, are alienated. 

Obviously, sign language and closed-captioning in election coverage is highly recommended by the Pub-

lic Official Election Act. However, it is not mandatory, and television programs do not use sign language 

and/or closed-caption services very often. This should become compulsory by amending the current 

provisions. Also, the amendment should specify detailed matters for broadcasters on how to include 

sign-language interpretation and closed-caption services. Additionally, the amendment must include a 

special format of the voters’ pamphlet for pre-lingual deaf people who can access election information 

only through sign language. 

The Public Official Election Act does not contain any provision to help persons with developmental disabil-

ities. In order to uphold their right to information, it is necessary to make the voters’ pamphlet easy to un-

derstand, and to redesign the ballot paper by adding images, vectors, or photos of candidates and political 

parties. This also requires existing provisions to be amended. 

More Inclusive! Disabled Persons’ Right of 
Access to Information under the Public

Official Election Act

Disability and 

Human Rights

T8-02
KIM Jaewang [Korea] Lawyer, Korean Lawyers for Public Interest 

and Human Rights
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This paper is to elaborate on PwD’s right to access information and knowledge that allows them 

to exercise their voting rights on polling day. The right to access information is first and of ut-

most importance. Also, it is not restricted to a particular case, but relevant to wide and diverse 

situations in PwD’s daily life. For instance, someone who is deprived of mobility may never 

imagine realizing any other right. To this end, the first half of this paper describes access to facil-

ities, access to devices and access to information, to have a better understanding of how PwD’s 

rights are denied. Several cases reported to the “1577-1330 PwD Help Line,” an affiliate body 

of DDASK (Disability Discrimination Acts Solidarity in Korea), will give us a better understanding 

of how PwD’s rights are denied. The rest of this paper will look into how PwD are disadvantaged 

under the existing electoral procedures, and consider what solutions are recommended for up-

holding PwD’s political rights. 

The Right to Access for the Differently-
Abled, primarily based on Suffrage of the 
Differently-abled

Disability and 

Human Rights

T8-03
KIM Sungyoun [Korea] General Secretary, Disability 

 Peach-market, established in 2015, has been working to provide slow learners with reading materials and information. 

Peach-market has published 13 literature books especially designed and adopted for persons with developmental disabilities 

(PDD). So far, more than 1,300 PDDs have benefited from the reading club organized and operated by Peach-market. This 

unique reading club consists of PDDs and non-disabled students. Each PDD has his/her own non-disabled reading partner and 

completes at least one book every month. This program helps non-disabled students to overcome their prejudice against PDDs 

and also to build up friendships.  

   Small step towards PDD’s voting rights and self-determination 

   PDD organizations and supporters have been fighting for PDD’s voting rights. The right to vote is one of the most fundamental 

rights that every member of society should have. In this regard, we have been seeking solutions that can uphold PDD’s right 

to vote. Before the 19th Korean presidential election, held in May 2017, we published an “Easy-to-Read”voter pamphlet. This 

pamphlet was the culmination of a five-month long combined effort by all members of Peach-market, including two adaptation 

authors, three graphic designers, and eight researchers. Especially, they devoted themselves to make each word and sentence 

“easy-to-understand,”while keeping the meaning as it is.

   The PDD voter pamphlet is based on the top 10 election promises officially announced by each candidate and posted on the 

National Election Commission (NEC) website and leading Korean portal service naver.com. Also, big-data tools were employed 

to analyze massive amounts of promises and statements collected from news articles. Moreover, eight researchers were used 

to contact each candidate’s campaign camp for further details. Along the way, we had to face some challenges – for instance, 

the presidential candidates often changed their promises or policies, and we subsequently found a huge inconsistency between 

data collected at the beginning of 2017 and data collected immediately prior to polling day. Finally, we made the PDD voter 

pamphlet stating each candidate’s top 10 election promises. 

   Meanwhile, the Public Official Election Act was the major concern for us. Since a printed version of the PDD voter pamphlet 

would be against the law, we couldn’t do so. Otherwise, our five-month effort would come to nothing. Alternatively, we posted 

a soft copy on our website. 

   The thing that makes this work difficult is that “easy”vocabulary does not necessary mean “easy to understand.”Each ex-

pression and each sentence requires the reader’s capacity to process information and the ability to think. For example, every 

candidate promised to reduce working hours. However, for PDD voters, it would be complicated to comprehend why and how 

reduced working hours can contribute to new job opportunities. Since PDD’s reasoning is limited, we had to make everything as 

simple as we possibly could. 

   The Easy-to-Read pamphlet is not enough to ensure PDD’s voting rights. Perhaps PDDs can really exercise their voting right 

when they are capable of self-determination. The Easy-to-Read pamphlet is only an intermediate stage before PDDs can have 

a political conversation with their family, friends, and neighbors without restrictions. One PDD voter and his parent had a long 

discussion on the presidential election and this story really encouraged us. We believe that this small change may contribute to 

institutional advancement someday. Peach-market’s commitment to PDD’s rights will expand towards “Easy-to-Read”labor 

laws and employment contracts so that PDD workers’rights can be protected in every area of society. 

Voting Rights and Self-Determination 
of Persons with Developmental 

Disabilities (PDD)

Disability and 

Human Rights

T8-04
HAM Euiyoung [Korea] CEO, PEACHMARKET
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Thematic Session 
“Migrants·Refugees and Human 
Rights”Concept Note

Are We Living in Peace with Migrants and Refugees?

In order to discuss issues of migrants and refugees from the perspective of democracy and human rights, 

the most preferential question should be a peaceful, harmonious coexistence between migrants and ref-

ugees. Throughout the “Migrants·Refugees and Human Rights” Session, laws and systems regarding 

the peaceful coexistence between migrants and indigenous people, education for majority groups, and 

global citizen education programs in Gwangju, the city of human rights, will be examined, while preparing 

presentations and debates that allow voices of migrants, and the subject of human rights, to be directly 

heard. Following presentations and debates, the statement requesting the enactment of an ordinance on 

migrants’ human rights will be adopted.

The question as to whether or not migrants and refugees live peacefully in Korean society is a good op-

portunity to actively and positively delve into the human rights of migrants and refugees. While hearing 

migrants’ voices representing migrant workers, married migrants and refugees, scholars and city council 

members representing indigenous people will come up with alternatives for peaceful coexistence.

Based on migrants’ voices, laws and systems for peaceful coexistence between migrants and indigenous 

people, and alternative perspectives including majority group education will be suggested, thus empha-

sizing the necessity of enactment of migrants’ human rights-related law. The primary purpose of this 

session lies in the discovery of significance of legal ground for peaceful existence between migrants and 

refugees living in Korean society including Gwangju, along with indigenous people, social, cultural edu-

cation and communication between them.

In order to create conditions and an environment for migrants and refugees to live in peace, we will listen 

to voices of migrants and refugees, and provide responses and alternatives of indigenous people.

Under the theme of the 2017 World Human Rights Cities Forum “Do we live in peace with migrants and 

refugees?”, I tried to find a way to improve the legal system for migrant women’s human rights. First, I 

reviewed basic materials such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Gwangju Human Rights 

Charter, the Asian Human Rights Charter, and the Migrant Human Rights Support Ordinance enacted in 

other cities to establish the status quo. It was a good opportunity to raise a variety of questions such as 

how well aware actual migrant women are of the legal system for their human rights, what they think 

about human rights, and what efforts they are making to coexist with the local people. In this process, I 

have pulled together my thoughts as a field activist about the life of migrant women in their home coun-

tries, their growth process, their family members, reasons for choosing international marriage, their diffi-

culties that come from the relationship with the new family etc.

In this forum, I would like to share the gender-specific realities facing immigrant women, and my personal 

feelings about their life as they all fit the theme of the forum “Do we live in peace with migrants and refu-

gees?”. Today I am also going to suggest some ideas as a migrant woman by referring to the ordinances 

of other cities and provinces for promoting human rights.  

In summary:

1. Provision of opportunities for immigrants (migrant women) to raise their voices by letting them partici-

pate in municipal affairs

2. Provision of human rights education opportunities to both minorities and majorities to achieve equality 

and coexistence between migrants and the local people

3. Establishment autonomous operation of an immigrant network centering on immigrant communities 

4. Provision of language-specific information to fulfill the rights to be informed

These are suggestions from the perspective of a field activist. With this initiation, I hope that i) people will 

be more aware of the need to build support systems to help immigrants (immigrant women); ii) our efforts 

will end up with visible outcomes such as the enactment of a substantial legal support system; and iii) the 

enacted law will always be close to the migrant’s daily life. I am sure these efforts will serve as a stepping 

stone to a peaceful community where migrants and local people can live well together.

Improvement of the legal system for 
migrant women’s human rights

M i g r a n t s
· R e f u g e e s 
a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Abstract

T9-01 ABULLAEVA Shahlo [Uzbekistan] Uzbeck Conseular, Danuri 
Call1577-1366 Gwangju CenterCall1577-1366 Gwangju Center
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Position of France and its successive governments on reception of immigrants is closely linked to its colonial, social 

and economic history.

For the needs of economy, large number of migrant workers came to work in post-war France until the beginnings of 

70’s. Then, with the first oil shock and the neo-liberal orientation of economy, we have been witnessing of the fam-

ily reunification and since this period everything is done to reduce the reception and the control of non-Europeans 

foreigners.

Only one law against racism is enacted: Gayssot Act in 1972.

Day-to-day unemployment and racism affect particularly women and youth of North African immigrants (Algeria, 

Tunisia and Morocco). Those people are considered as a dangerous category has been under house arrest in work-

ing-class neighborhood; this population is concerned by facial discrimination during police control and is subjected 

to discrimination over access to accommodation or jobs.

After several mobilizations including the most well-known “Marche des Beurs” in 1983, nothing changed signifi-

cantly. Right to vote promised in 1981 by left-wing government hasn’t still been granted.

Only a few cities with have advisory councils based on citizenship of residence as Paris, Lille, Strasbourg, Grenoble. 

Yet, these citizens pay taxes and take part actively in the civic life. 

French society is not lived as an immigration country. Racism and hatred are progressing with the rise of the extreme 

right (10 million electors for their candidate at the last presidential elections, which is more than 20%.

Refugees crisis prompted by wars, starvation, global warming, tighten conditions for receiving foreigners. Some of 

them obtain the status of political refugee but most of them are dismissed despite the last statements by the Presi-

dent of the French Republic.

Loans to districts associations in the context of urban policy are restricted again. 

Nevertheless solidarity gets organized, especially through associations and civil society.

City of Grenoble set refuges reception platform up, a campaign against discrimination which takes place every year 

on the 21th of March.

It has also published a foreign resident’s right guide.

Grenoble resists and wants to be a receiving and a city of solidarity towards these populations.

About issues of integration 
and immigration in France

M i g r a n t s
· R e f u g e e s 
a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Abstract

T9-02Bernard MACRET [France] 
Deputy mayor international solidarity, City of Grenoble

“A refugee is a person who is outside their country of origin and unable or unwilling to return there or to 

avail themselves of its protection, on account of a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, 

religion, nationality, membership of a particular group, or political opinion .  

Korea became a signatory to the 1951 refugee convention and the 1967 protocol relating to the status of 

refugees in 1992. With the enforcement of Korea Refugee Act from 2013 a lot of changes have taken place 

on the refugee context. Number of applicants for refugee status, number of recognized refugees and num-

ber of applicants to whom humanitarian status granted have increased comparing to previous years of 

the Refugee Act came to effect. The ministry of justice have implemented many projects including building 

infrastructure to promote the overall condition with regard to refugees. However, government’s supply of 

resources is too limited to meet the necessity. 

Refugee Act paved the ways to lift up the Korean refugee situation to an international standard. Since 

existing policies regarding refugees are not well acquainted and practically not in use in general at the 

grassroots level of the society, positive change were not brought in the lives of the refugees( applicants, 

recognized and humanitarian status holders). Temporary living support or support for initial adjustment 

to the applicants is very limited, and well-planned policy for the social integration and settlement of the 

recognized refugees is not exist. Besides, the authority adopted the ‘resettlement program’, under which 

refugees are being imported from other countries for resettlement in Korea. 

Organizations which support refugees  both morally and materially also very limited in resources. Their 

activities are still limited and very symbolic  as those were in 10 years back , since they are lack in ability, 

infrastructure  and financial resources. 

For these reasons, it can be said that the changes regarding situation of refugees in Korea is quantitative 

rather than qualitative.

Situation of Refugees in Korea, then and 
Now

M i g r a n t s
· R e f u g e e s 
a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Abstract

T9-03 Chakma Nani Ronel [Bangladesh] 
Community Coordinator, Jumma Peoples’ Network-Korea
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Among migrants, marriage migrant women and their children receive relatively comprehensive 

support packages from both local and central government because they are already naturalized 

citizens, or are at least likely to be naturalized soon. On the other hand, migrant workers, the 

stateless, migrant children, and refugees are relatively neglected. A support package provided 

by the Ministry of Employment and Labor (MOEL) is only available for registered migrant workers 

who are required to subscribe to four social insurances. In this context, this paper is focusing on 

“socially invisible (although still with us)” migrant groups such as unregistered migrant workers, 

unregistered migrant children, refugees, and the stateless. 

Both registered and unregistered migrant workers are victimized by overdue wages, industrial 

accidents, and assaults by employers. Unregistered migrant women are vulnerable to human 

trafficking-like business practices conducted by international marriage brokers. The condition of 

unregistered children or stateless children is dismal. This paper reviews these cases, and dis-

cusses what institutional measures are required for upholding all migrants’ human rights. 

Based on these reviews, this paper will also provide critical analysis on the migrants-related 

ordinances enacted by Gwangju Metropolitan City, in consideration of the provisions in relevant 

codes such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, and Gwangju Metropolitan Government Ordinance on the Human Rights Protection and 

Improvement. Further discussions will present the way in which these ordinances are rectified 

and amended. 

Migrants’ Human Rights and Legal 
Aid in Gwangju

M i g r a n t s
· R e f u g e e s 
a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Abstract

T9-04LEE So-Ah [Korea] Companion Lawyers for Public Interest, 
attorney at law

The very first step towards ‘Living in Peace’ is to think critically about the reason why the host society 

separates “they” (migrants and refugees) from “us” (Koreans). In a multicultural society, peaceful living 

and an unsegregated way of life can be realized when people live in harmony regardless of personal 

characteristics such as race, residential status, language, gender, function, marital status, religion, gender 

identity, skin color, appearance, age, intellect, birth place, wealth, or political view. Every effort to make 

this kind of life is what peace education is teaching and what peace education has to achieve. The goal 

of peace education is to create such a space where everyone can express his or her idea without fear or 

threat, and to construct peace socially. For the sake of social inclusion and co-existence, it is important to 

provide peace education to both the minority (migrants and refugees) and to the majority (host society). If 

you wish to live in peace, you must learn about peace. 

In order to uphold the human rights of migrants and refugees living in Gwangju, a city of human rights, and 

furthermore to enable them to live in peace with the host society, I would, from a multicultural perspective, 

set out the social goals of peace education as follows: 

- Foster social activists who promote mutual understanding between the host society and migrants (in-

cluding refugees);

- Raise public awareness for peace and human rights from a multicultural perspective;

- Provide multicultural human rights and peace education to avoid prejudice and discrimination;

- Establish a municipal ordinance against any discrimination based on social or residential status;

- Add multicultural society, peace, and human rights education programs into the existing primary and 

secondary public education system;

- Organize and support ethnic communities; and 

- Develop and instruct leadership of ethnic community. 

The only way to realize this goal is ‘multicultural human rights and peace education.’ The deadest shad-

ow of neoliberalism can be removed by enlightened citizens who are conscious of the value of peace, 

justice, and equality. In multi-ethnic and multicultural settings, either prejudice or ignorance easily makes 

people of host society emotionally damaged, insecure, or even angered. In order to overcome all preju-

dices and stereotypes, we need to meet migrants and refugees, and talk to them, so that we can have a 

better understanding of their situation – who they are; what condition they live in; and what dreams and 

thoughts they have. Education programs will enable “us” – migrants, refugees, and host society – to push 

the boundary of our perception, and well-educated people can overcome biased conversation, discrimi-

natory treatment, and hatred. In this presentation, we will focus on diversity. I will give you an example of 

multicultural human rights and peace education in Gwangju. 

Multicultural Peace Education 

For Coexistence between Migrants and Hosts

M i g r a n t s
· R e f u g e e s 
a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Abstract

T9-05 OH Hyunsun [Korea] 
Associate Professor, Honam Theological University and Seminary
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The number of immigrants into Korea has gradually increased over the past decade. As of 2015, 

it amounted to 1.74 million, making Korea a multi-cultural society. Gwangju, alone has 26,535 

foreign migrants, representing 8.5 percent of the population of the metropolitan city. In the long-

term, as their poor economical and social conditions may cause them for being isolated from the 

society and result in social conflicts, institutional support should be provided for them to grow to 

be part of our society. To that end, I enacted the ordinance of promoting health for foreign immi-

grants in Gwanju Metropolitan City. In promoting health of these migrants, the ordinance estab-

lishes a legal ground for the development and operation of medical facilities and the provision 

of medical services such as medical check-up, and the execution of health promoting initiatives. 

And the entrusting provision for effective programs to be implemented and the applicable pro-

vision for subsidy are now in place. Under the ordinance the city confirmed subsidy to Gwanju 

Migrant Workers Health Center to buy medicine and medical appliances. A facility extension 

project to properly operate the program is under consideration. Although the ordinance which 

was enacted within the framework of superior laws, does not state the eligibility of the support, it 

supports organizations such as Gwangju Migrant Workers Health Center to drive indirect support 

to unregistered foreigners. 

While Gwangju, ’human rights city’, already has ’the ordinance to guarantee and promote 

Gwangju Metropolitan City’s human rights’ and the Gwangju Human Rights Charter in place, 

more individual ordinances to provide practical support are required: ’The ordinance to protect 

the rights to social participation’,’The ordinance to offer documents written in native languag-

es’,’the ordinance to provide comprehensive migrant support’ and ’the ordinance to provide 

more educational opportunities’ Furthermore, policy governance where migrants participate in 

and an intermediary organization such as Migrants Support Center whose independence is guar-

anteed should be established.  

Recommendations for 
Human rights ordinance

M i g r a n t s
· R e f u g e e s 
a n d  H u m a n 
Rights Abstract

T9-06JEON Jinsook [Korea] Assembly Memebr, Gwangju Metropolitan Council

Time Session detail

09:00~12:00 Human Rights Cities Culture Tour Ⅲ

※ This event only allows list of invited guests and staffs to participate.

Venue 2017 Gwangju Design Biennale

Program at 
glance 9. 17
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08:30-09:00 Gathering at the Holiday Inn lobby

09:00-09:30 BUS (Holiday Inn → Gwangju Biennale)

09:30-11:30

2017 Gwnagju Design Biennale

 <Order of >

　1. Main Exhibition 1 / Futures of the past

　2. Main Exhibition 2 / Design! the Future

　3. Main Exhibition 3 / Startup the Future

　4. Main Exhibition 4 / Asia_The Future

 <Information> 

※ After the visit, Design Fair is also available to visit. (Designed Products exhibition/shops, 

participation involvement based "we design" workshop, etc.) 

※ No docent guidance provided.

11:30-12:00 BUS (Gwangju Design Biennale → Holiday Inn)

2017 광주디자인비엔날레
Human 
Rights 
Culture 
Tour Ⅲ

Vision of The Gwangju Design Biennale 2017

The Gwangju Design Biennale 2017 primarily 
seeks to reflect the power of design in the 
future creative society. Exploring the theme
of “FUTURES”the exhibitions and installations 
will touch on contemporary hot-topics ranging 
from sustainable, eco-friendly,
future-oriented design with emphasis on 
sympathy, distribution/sharing and consideration. 
It explores the future life, design value and its 
vision under new paradigm of the 4th Industrial 
Revolution.

Address: 111 Biennale St. Yongbong-Dong, Buk-
Gu, Gwangju
Tel.: +82-62-611-5141
Webpage http://www.gdb.or.kr/web/inc/main.asp

AGORA’ is space to be aimed at free discussion and exchanging opinions among the forum participants.

※ Anyone can make a reservation for the hall called Agora. So please apply for your reservation at the front desk on 

the 2nd floor. 

※ For more information, please visit our notification page of the official website(www.whrcf.org).

Schedule

Discussion Group Presentation

Agora

Date Time Theme Venue 

9/15 10:30~10:50 City and Gender 208

11:00~11:20 Social Economy and Community Vitalization 212+213

9/16

09:00~12:00 City and Child/Youth Education 209+210

09:00~12:00 Village Domocracy 214

10:30~10:50 Disability and Human Rights 208

11:00~11:20 Migrants/Refugees and Human Rights 208

11:25~11:45 State Violence and Human Rights 208

11:30~11:50 City and the Elderly 208

13:00~16:00 City and Environment 209+210

Date Time Contents

9/15
10:30~12:00 Discussion Group Presentation

14:00~15:00 Cith and Environment Meeting

9/16
10:30~11:45 Discussion Group Presentation

12:00~13:00 Village Democracy Meeting
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02

Q&A System 

03

etc



1. Simultaneous Interpretation
•Languages: Korean, English, Spanish (Opening, Opening Roundtable, 
Plenary Session1)
• Receiver Rental: A receiver will be provided when registering.
• Receiver Return: Return to the Information Desk. 
•Receiver Channel: No. 1 Korean, No. 2 English, No. 3 Spanish
2. Real Time Text Service
1)  Sharetyping: Real time text service for the hearing-impaired
2) Opening Ceremony, Opening Roundtable, Disability and Human Rights, 
Closing Ceremony

World Human Right Cities Forum actively use audience Q&A System 
called the 'Sli-do'(www.sli.do) aiming for effective duplex communication. 
Audience Q&A System allows audiences to question and receive answers 
anytime during the lecture and even view all questions at once. Additionally, 
audiences could click 'suggest' button for whichever question they consider 
to be the most interesting and Q&A lecture will be proceeded by answering 
questions that are suggested the most. 
Besides that, audiences could participate surveys and even check-out 
presentation materials. 

1  Go to www.sli.do

4  Ask, Like it, Comment and Suggest

2  Put in the event code #whrcf

3  Choose a session

Interpretation
Service

Q&A 
System

01

02

We are providing a cup of coffee and snacks for this year’s Human Right 
Cities Forum registrants. 

Coffee: To solve the World poverty and trade problems, we have joined the 
fair price, ethical consumption act for fair trade coffee. 

Snacks: Made of 100% Whole Wheat, lightly salted butter, and other 
healthy ingredients without any chemical additives. 

Operating Time and Place 
- September 14: 12:00~18:00 Convention Hall 4F
- September 15~16: 0830~16:00 Conference Hall 2F

How to Use Coupons
- Exchange coupon for drinks and refreshments on each date
- One drink and one refreshment coupon per day
- Free coupons can be used at any time during the event regardless of 
date

Menu
 - Americano (Ice, Hot)
 - Cafe Latte (Ice)
 - Green Tea (Ice, Hot)
 - Herb Tea (Ice, Hot)
 - Ice Tea (Ice)
 - Cookie (Madeleine, Almond, Green Tea, Black Sesame)

Place: Information Desk (Kim Daejung Conventional Center 2nd Floor)

  Operating Hour: Sep.14th ~ Sep.16th, 2017 (09:00~18:00)

Information: Please visit our Lost-and-Found center to turn-in all lost 

items to the World Human Right    Cities Forum Staff (Staff /Secretariat 

/Name Tag Holders)

For further information about 2017 World Human Right Cities Forum, 

please contact the number or email provided below. 

Contact Info.

Phone: 070-4453-7327

Email: whrcf@gic.or.kr 

Coffee 
Break

Lost-and 
-Found 
Center

Contact 
Number

03

04

05
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